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Hunting and Battle Inquiry Card 
 

Shields were used for different purposes.  
The shape, size and design often indicate 
how they were used. 
 

 
 

Student activity 
 
Find the shield display and look at the different shapes, 
sizes and designs of the shields. 
 
1. What do you think the different types of shields were 
used for? 
2. How do you think they were 
made? 

 Choose 2 and describe the 
patterns on them.  Were they 
painted or carved?

Woomeras are spear throwers 
that were invented by Aboriginal 
Australians. A woomera is a way 
to make your arm longer and 

stronger.  Woomeras can also be used to skin animals. 
 
 

Student activity 
 
Have a look at the woomeras. 
Hold one of your arms up behind your head like you are 
pretending to hold a woomera and spear.  Pretend to 
throw the spear and imagine the extra force you have 
created by using the woomera. 
 
 
1. How far do you think you could throw a spear 
without a woomera? 
2. How far do you think you could throw a spear with a 
woomera? 
3. Which animals do you 
think a woomera could 
be used to hunt?



Containers Inquiry Card 
 

Traditionally baskets were made 
by women using natural fibres. 
They were created by weaving, 
plaiting, twining and coiling. 
 
 

Student activity 
 
Have a look at the different types of baskets and string 
bags. 
 

1. What different materials are they made from?   
2. What different 

ways were they 
carried?   

3. What do you use 
to carry your 
food or water 
today?  
 

 

 
Coolamons and kangaroo skin water bags 
were common carriers that were used to 
gather food and water.  They were 
different in different areas of Australia.     

 
 

Student  activity 
 
Have a look at the different carriers.  Choose 2. 
 
1. What natural materials is each made from? 
2. What is special about the materials used that helps its 
use?  Hint: soft; hard; waterproof; strong; heavy; light; 
bendy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Weapons Inquiry Card 
 

Boomerangs are throwing tools 
and used for hunting, fighting or 
sport.   
 

 
Student activity 
 

Have a look at the boomerangs. 
Some are returning and some non-returning, however 

they all fly. 
 

1. What do you notice about their shapes and sizes? 
2. Which one do you think is a sword boomerang? 
3. Why do you think it is so much bigger than the rest? 
4. Which is a returning boomerang? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Traditionally clubs were made from wood.  
They can be used for hunting, digging, 
battle and in ceremonies. 
 

 
Student activity 
 

Have a look at the different shapes and sizes of all the 
clubs.   
 

1. What materials apart from wood have been used? 
2. Why are most of the clubs bigger at one end?  
3. If you had to defend yourself in a battle, which club 
would you use and why? 

 
 
 
 



Fishing Gear Inquiry Card 
 

Many different types of canoes were made 
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.  These include dug-out    canoes, 
bark  canoes and reed canoes. 

 
Student  activity 
 

Look at the canoe.   
 

1. How was it made? Hint: look at the pictures. 
2. What tools might have been used to make it? 
3. How many people do you think would fit in this type of 
canoe? 
4. Why is the canoe better for the environment than a 
modern fibre glass boat? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Spears are tools used for hunting, fishing, in 
battle and for punishment.  The spears used 
for fishing often have more than one prong 
(point). 

 
Student  activity 
 

Pretend your fingers are like the prongs on the end of a 
spear.  Softly spike yourself with one of your fingers and 
then spike yourself with four of your fingers.   
 

1. How do they feel different? 
2. Why do you think it is better to have four prongs on a 
spear for fishing? 
3. How many different types of spear ends can you see on 
display? 



Art and Communication Inquiry Card 
 

Message sticks were used to 
communicate information to people 
from different language groups.  
Patterns and pictures were carved or 
painted to tell messages.  
 

Student activity 
 

1. What types of messages do you think were passed 
between people? 

 

Find the two message sticks with figures on them.   
2. What might the message be?   
3. What would you carve on your own message stick to 

tell people about a celebration?  

 
The didgeridu is a musical 
instrument originally from the 
Northern Territory.  It is used for 
recreation and ceremonial 
purposes. 

 
Student activity 
 

Cup your hands together and softly blow into them by 
loosening your lips as though you are a horse.  Can you 
make a sound similar to the didgeridu?  Now look at the 
didgeridus. 
 

1. What are they made from?  
2. How were they made? 
3. Pick your favourite design. Was it painted or carved?  
4. What is an Aboriginal word for didgeridu? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tools Inquiry Card 
 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
used axes for different purposes like making 
tools, collecting and preparing food, and 
chopping wood. 

 
Student  activity 
 

Look at the different shapes and sizes of the axes.   
 

1. What do you think they were each used for?  
2. What materials are the axes made from? 
3. How do you think the axe with no handle was used?   
4. Which is your favourite?  Why? 

                   
 
 
 

 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people used 
friction to make fire.  Fire was used for cooking, 
ceremonies, warmth, light, signaling and 
controlled bush burning for new growth and 
cleared pathways. 

 
Student  activity 
 

Rub your hands together to create friction and then place 
them on your face to feel what happens. 
 

Look at the artefacts used to make fire.  
 

1. How do you think they were used to make fire?  
2. How is fire made by people today? 
3. Look at the artefacts like the image below.  Why do you 
think fire sticks have covers? 

 



Ceremonial Inquiry Card 
 

Masks were used in ceremonies in the 
Torres Strait Islands and made to 
represent peoples, animals and stories 
from the past. 

 
Student activity 
 

Have a close look at the mask.   
 

1. What materials is it made from?  See how many 
materials you can find. 
2. What animal do you think it resembles?  Why?  
3. How would you wear this in a ceremony? 
4. What do you wear to celebrations or ceremonies? 

 
Body ornaments are worn by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples during ceremonies to bring 
the dancers, spirits and the sky, 
water or land together. 
 

Student activity 
 

Have a look at all Torres Strait Islander ornaments. 
 

1. What materials is each of them made from? 
2. Where on the body are they worn? 
3. Find the ornament seen on the Torres Strait Islands 
flag. 
4. Which part of the body is it worn? 
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