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This is a formatted version of the transcript file from the Atlas of Living Australia  

Page numbers in this document do not correspond to the notebook page numbers. 

Text in square brackets may indicate the following: 

- Misspellings, with the correct spelling in square brackets preceded by an asterisk 

rendersveu*[rendezvous] 

- Tags for types of content [newspaper cutting] 

- Spelled out abbreviations or short form words F[ield[. Nat[uralists] 

 

 Book No.45 1899 June 1st to 1900 May 31st Edgar R Waite Australian 
Museum [1] 
 June. 1. Thurs[day] Bought "Flower's Osteology of the Horse" and parcel carrier for the Bike 
3[shillings]/-. At night mixed developer (Iron) for Bromide paper. 2. Fri[day]. Bought 
'Anatomists' Vade mecum . In the evening made bromide prints from negative of Claude, 
taken on May 28th. 3. Sat[urday]. Bought packet of 15½ x 12½ Pearl Paper for enlarging 
7[shillings]/6[pence]. [2] 

 Built further at brick wall in potting-house Emptied cement-barrel which I am going to make 
into soiled-linen holder. At night I attended Supper Club and on emerging was witness to a 
terrific downpour of rain took a bus for 300 yards to the Quay. Cabbies refused 5[shillings]/- 
over their fares as they had no difficulty in getting 10[shillings]/- from Theatre people in 
dress. 4. Sun[day] Knocked off from Cement barrel wooden hoops &[and] [3] 

 substituted iron ones. Found that the rain last night had washed down more soil than any 
previous storm had done, it however puts it in the lowest part of the garden where it is 
required. Made carrier for negative in enlarging lantern. In the afternoon Allan came &[and] 
after tea we rigged up the lantern and got 4 nice enlargements 15 x 12 of negative of 
Claude. 5. Mon[day]. Bought "Darwinism" 2[shillings]/- wrote to Father, sent [4] 

 to him and to Belle enlargement of Claude. Papered within, the cement barrel for soiled-
linen receptacle. 6. Tues[day]. The rain seems to have cleared off, recording 9½ inches in 9 
days. Crossing the harbour this morning we started a young Gannet. North says it is only the 
third young bird he has heard of &[and] that it had been driven northward for breeding 
grounds in Bass' Straits by the stormy weather recently raging. [5] 

7 Wed[nesday]. Received letters from Father and Simpson. Attended Palace Theatre 
Amateur performance. "The Schoolmistress" in which Allan and his sister had characters. 8. 
Thurs[day]. This morning we nearly ran down what I took to be an island cooking pot 
however in the evening I saw the article, on the return trip the skipper picked it up. It was 
evidently Chinese and looked like an immense Ginger Jar, provided with 4 lugs for 
suspension [6] 

 spent evening with Welch &[and] Malcolm, tried the new organ. 9.Fri[day] The other 
Muscovy Duck which has been laying regularly now seems to have commenced sitting. We 
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have left her 12 of her own eggs. 10 Sat[urday] Worked at brick-wall in potting house and in 
the evening wrote note for Strand Magazine on tying horses ears, to prevent fence clearing 
as related by Rainbow. [7] 

11. Sun[day]. Finished wall building in potting house &[and] in afternoon while Rose Claude 
and Allan went to tram I rode to the Zoo, took a few Rover snaps. 12. Mon[day]. Bought 2 
lengths (24f[ee]t), Oak moulding (imitation) &[and] 2 lengths, gilt flat (18 f[ee]t). 5[shillings]/- 
Mounted cabinet photos of Claude. also an enlargement. 13. Tues[day]. Bought 2 bronze 
mounts for enlargements Sent to Shine the second quarter -sheet, of the mammals, the first 
having been [8] 

 drawn on transfer paper. 14. Wed[nesday] Etheridge told me that at yesterday's meeting the 
trustees decided to recommend that the salaries of Whitelegge North &[and] self be raised to 
£[pound] 275. Subject to looked for striking off the estimates by the Minister. At the same 
meeting it was decided not to print Headley's masterly analy- -sis of the Funafuti Report. We 
think it perhaps classes with the forthcoming report of David to the Royal [9] 

 Society, hence this mean advantage Hedley is thinking of publishing the Analysis in 
America. 15. Thurs[day]. Some little time ago I caught by hand two White Rats and returned 
them to our neighbour Garton whose children keep them as pets. For the past day or two I 
have noticed that the eggs upon which one of the muscovy ducks is sitting are quickly 
disappearing. I set a break-back trap &[and] secured the culprit [10] 

 a white rat, rather an annoying matter! 16. Fri[day]. The American Naturalist May, p contains 
for me, a rather nasty criticism of the Thetis Report. mainly dealing with - Antiquated 
nomencla- -ture. My obvious course was to quote my own remarks, (Report P[age] 27) and I 
accordingly sent a rejoinder to the Editor. The note was by D.S. J(ordan) and was evidently 
written as a good turn for Ogilby. [11] 

17. Sat[urday]. Received proofs of plates for the Thetis Report and described new 
Paralichthys. In the afternoon worked in the garden planted out more Tecomas etc[etera] 
The Muscovy Duck has deserted the eggs remaining to her, they contained feathered young. 
18. Sun[day] On heavy roads I rode to Longueville dined there &[and] returned home for tea. 
Wrote to Father. At night we had further heavy rain. [12] 

<18> 19. Mon[day] Saw the "Perthshire" drop her anchors in the harbour, she had been 
missing between Sydney and N[ew].Z[ealand] for 50 days a circumstance which has excited 
the greatest interest she came in tow of the 'Talune'. Lent my lantern again to Southouse, 
made frames for photo of Claude and W[ater]. color sent by Dad. <19> 20. Tues[day]. 
Referendum day. Public holiday, voted against the bill. [13]  

 Spent morning with Welch. Put into dark room new window of ground glass. In the evening 
Welch, Miss Stewart &[and] the two Mrs Murrell were our guests. <20> Wed 21 Etheridge 
told me that the Trustees would probably give to Whitelegge, North &[and] self, a bonus in 
addition to the re<c>- commendation for an increase of salary. I replied to his query that I did 
not intend to leave the [14] 

 Museum. Received letter from Cox asking, on behalf of Fisheries Commission if I would 
write and illustrate a book on the Fishes of N[ew].S[outh].W[ales] and the price. 22. 
Thurs[day]. Having a bad cold &[and] passed a restless night I did not go to the Museum 
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until afternoon. Letter from Thompson. Lord Howe I[sland] telling me that the Palms had 
been sent. Advised Dr Vause of their receipt. [15] 

23. Fri[day] Sent 21[shillings]/- to Thompson ie.[id est "that is"] 18[shillings]/- for palms 
&[and] 3[shillings]/- for birds. "Doctors" &[and] "Cujermeruks" to be sent by S[team].S[hip]. 
Victoria. 24. Sat[urday]. Last night I witnessed a splendid eclipse of the moon the coppery 
color being very intense. Had turned 4 legs for duet music stool &[and] well for sheet music. 
Gardening in afternoon. Wrote to Father a week in advance of contract time. 25. Sun[day]. 
Worked at legs of the music stool and in [16] 

 the afternoon went to Welch who took a "double" of me Went again in the evening and 
developed the negatives, while Miss Stewart spent the time at "Headingley." 26. Mon[day]. 
Welch having given me an arrangement to adapt to camera for taking "doubles" I made 
attachment for Thornton -Pickard shutter. As the blind of the shutter had developed pin- 
holes which I have previously attempted, unsuccessfully to remedy. [17] 

 I tried once more &[and] mixed with rubber solution lamp black thinned with benzine this 
proved to be just the thing required. 27. Tues[day] Developed Bromide prints I made from 
negative of the "Double"-and fitted extra shelving in the dark room. 28. Wed[nesday]. Made 
appointment with Cox for Monday with reference to his letter re[garding] proposed book on 
fishes. [18] 

30. Fri[day]. Mrs Perry meeting Rose on the boat asked if I would help her in regard to 
disposing of Photo[graphy] apparatus. I went in the evening &[and] bought away Camera 
&[and] lenses. [19] 

 July. 1. Sat[urday]. Sold Micrometer to the Museum 7[shillings]/6[pence] for Mrs Perry. 
Bought bulb &[and] tubing. T. Pickard shutter 2[shillings]/6[pence]. On late duty at Museum. 
Attended the Supper Club &[and] met Foggitt, a Yorkshireman a relative to Foggitt of Thirsk 
whom I knew. The man I met lives at Mosman, is an Architect &[and] was articled at Leeds, 
living at Yeadon, meanwhile. 2. Sun[day]. Saw Welch who offered to take a wide angle lens 
in Aluminium for 30[shillings]/- [20] 

 He gave me formula for Metol-Hydroguinol developer which I mixed &[and] at night I 
developed bromides of negatives placed with me by Mrs Perry for printing. 3. Mon[day]. Sold 
Mrs Perry's camera to Rainbow for 45[shillings]/- Rivitted together fan- wise loose stops fan- 
Voightlanders &[and] Rapid lens of my own. Called on Cox who will obtain further particulars 
for me with reference to the proposed book on Fishes. [21] 

4. Tues[day]. Advertised the lenses in the D[aily].T[imes]. At night Cherry came for book of 
snap shots from which to copy bits in pen &[and] ink We took the hub of the bike to pieces in 
search of broken balls but found everything in order, &[and] very clean. 5. Wed[nesday] 
Received letter from Rothschild wherein he says that GÃ¼nther has identified "Rotumah," 
not with T. nigrita, but with T. vicinia &[and] that it had died in the garden at Tring. Paid 
Municipal Rate £[pound] 2.18. 9. [22] 

6. Thurs[day] Replied to Rothschild expressing more than surprise at Dr GÃ¼nther's 
determination of the Galapagos Tortoise. Received proofs of Supplement to Funafuti report 
&[and] wrote additional to article on the Palu (Ruvettus.) 7. Fri[day] Letter from Paterson 
asking me to Trafalgar (his selection) Sat[urday] to Mon[day] to cycle part of the journey. 
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Rain fell later and decided me. 8. Sat[urday] Worked in the garden &[and] planted 4 rose 
trees [23] 

 given to me by Whitelegge viz[videlicet = namely] Marechal Niell W[illia]m Allan Richardson 
Edward Caroline In the evening I made Cap for Voightlander lens of yellow glass so that for 
enlargements I can work with a safe light Southhouse brought back the lantern. 9. Sun[day]. 
Wet greater part of day occupied my time making waste pipe for dark room sink taps for 
water supply etc[etera]. Framed latest, picture of father. "Greys' Elegy", and enlarged 2 ¼ 
plate<s> negatives taken [24] 

 at Chinamans' beach Rose, the Misses Hopcraft and Titan as a puppy. 10. Mon[day]. Sent 
Mammal reprints to Gerritt J[unio]r N. S. Nat[ional] Museum, Washington in response to 
request. Received the following notification. The sum £[pound] 25 is nearly equivalent to 
amount deducted from salary to present date ie.[id est "that is"] £[pound] 245 instead of 
£[pound] 250. [25]  

ALL COMMUNICATIONS ON SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE 
CURATOR. [Letterhead AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM SYDNEY.] July 10th 1899. Mr. E.R.Waite 
Museum. Dear Sir, I have much pleasure in advising you that the Trustees, at their last 
meeting, determine to present to you the sum of Twenty five Pounds as a Bonus in 
consideration of past services. Cheque will be ready in the Office on Wednesday forenoon. 
Yours truly, S Sinclair Secretary. 

11. Tues[day]. Received letter from Simpson, A Brisbane published asked me for 12 pages 
of Fish matter for which he offers me 3 guineas it is for "Wraggs Almanac." Mrs Hopcraft 
&[and] her two daughters came to tea, Katie remaining overnight. 12. Wed[nesday]. Left Mrs 
Perrys' two lenses with King who will try to sell them, reserve price £[pound] 5. [27] 

13. Thurs[day] <T> Wrote to Father. The white Muscovy Duck has now sat for 34 days upon 
her own eggs and an inspection showed that they were chipped. 14. Fri[day]. Whitelegge 
gave me 3 more roses. 1 Ernest Matz 2 The Bridge 3 ? Cherry came in the evening &[and] 
we made enlargement from one of his negatives. From the 12 eggs set under the Muscovy 
Duck, 12 ducklings were hatched to day [28] 

 July. 15. Sat[urday]. Worked in the garden planted rose trees &[and] took photo of the duck 
&[and] her progeny. 16. Sun[day]. As the recent heavy rains have proved my drain pipe to 
be insufficient I cemented a 'lead' of bricks so that all the water the pipe can carry it will have 
to take, before it washed over at less than half its capacity. Went to see Reeks in the 
morning &[and] the Hellawells came in the afternoon to tea. [29] 

17. Mon[day] When Rose returned from town she found the one of the young ducks were 
dead, killed she presumed by Titan. Recommended plates for Thetis publication with 
Aracana lenticularis 18. Tues[day]. Rose went to the opening of Parliament with Miss Hall 
&[and] they had lunch with me in town. Developed photos taken of the ducks, another of 
which was killed today although I had resecured the enclosure. they are like mice can 
squeezed anywhere. [30] 

19. Wed[nesday]. Received letter from Father wherein he asks if I will accept the 
"Picturesque Europe" in parts &[and] pay carriage. I replied yes, &[and] asked him to get it 
bound for me before sending. 20. Thurs[day]. While arranging some Rover negatives. 
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Cherry came &[and] spent the evening with us. 21. Fri[day]. Bought a pick, the one I have 
being too heavy for me. The Riches having studiously kept away from us in [31] 

 consequence, as Rose was told, of the having "heard something about us". I had it "out" 
with him much to his astonishment. Spent the evening with Welch. 22. Sat[urday]. Rainbow 
came home with me to dine &[and] we tried his new camera, the Cherry came &[and] we 
had a stroll to Cremorne &[and] after tea enlarged some negatives taken by him with the 
guinea Kodak. 23. Sun[day]. In morning I built up rockery &[and] after dinner, while Rose 
&[and] Claude went by boat I rode [32] 

 to Longueville &[and] left the Bike there, returning by boat. 24. Mon[day]. Commenced to 
write the fish article for Wragge's Almanac, interrupted by visit from Mrs Harper. Finished 
line drawing of Creedia clathrisquamis 25. Tues[day]. Having arranged to dine at Longueville 
&[and] ride home by moonlight I met Paterson at Mrs Pauls studio. Rain however broke up a 
fine day &[and] I went to Headingley by the 5.30 boat. Sent photo of my "double" [33] 

 to Father. Saw Dr. Cox re[garding] work on Fishes, &[and] learnt further. The idea is to bring 
out a book in parts to extend over say, five years. I provisionally quoted him drawings at 
£[pound] 2. 2. 0 each and descriptions of species at 10[shillings]/- each. 26. Wed[nesday]. 
Cherry came in in the evening &[and] developed negatives made drawings of Dicotylichthys 
&[and] found that another specimen I had regarded as of the same species is Chilo mycterus 
juculifera, a new record for the Coast. [34]  

27. Thurs[day]. Sent print of Lepidotrigla mulhalli prepared for Thetis Report to Cox, as a 
specimen of my work. Wrote on fish article for Wragge's Almanac. 28. Fri[day]. Called on 
Welch and together we went to Mrs Perry's to see the Astronomical telescope she wants to 
part with, paid her 15[shillings]/- balance of 45[shillings]/- from Rainbow for camera and 
2[shillings]/6[pence] for developing trays kept by myself. Drew Novacula 29. Sat[urday]. 
Having arranged with Paterson to go to his [35] 

 selection we left the station with the bikes at 9.25 7[and] on arriving at Mulgrave pedalled 
through heavy roads to Trafalgar. 30 Sun[day] Took photos with "Rover" &[and] left the 
selection at 2.0 for Hornsby on the machines. Rain fell made the roads, which were 
previously none of the best, in a fearful state in places the mud clogged the wheels &[and] 
we had to scrape it out before they would turn. In one place I preferred to push the Bike over 
a mass of [36]  

 road metal, rather than through the mud. We had to walk quite half the distance +[and] the 
ridden part was far from enjoyable. We struck Pennant Hills Station &[and] took train for 
Hornsby. We had here 15 minutes to wait &[and] had a hurried meal at the hotel. Caught 
Milson's Point train Paterson disembarking at Chatswood, I at St Leonards whence I rode to 
Mosman's B[ay] with the wheels in a "beastly mess". the worst ride (25miles ) I ever had. 
[37] 

31. Mon[day] Being fagged with yesterday's experience I did little or no work at home. Made 
a rough colour sketch of Coris semicinctum taken at Manly. [38] 

 August 1<2>. Tues[day] Public holiday. My week on late duty, drew Phascolarctus and 
Notoryctes for Shine's series. At night I took to pieces &[and] cleaned the bike after Sundays' 
experience. 2. <3> Wed[nesday]. Drew Aserragodes Macleay- ana and corrected the 
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drawing of Paralichthys sp. nov. Letter from Dad. Rose &[and] Mrs Murrel went to the theatre 
together "The 2nd. Mrs Tanqueray" 3 <4> Thurs[day]. Cherry came in the evening &[and] 
while he [39] 

 developed Bromides I developed negatives taken last Sunday at Paterson's selection. 
4.<5>. Fri[day]. Masters sent me a letter from R.P Greg[ory] Coles, Buntingford 
Hert[ford]s[hire] with reference to the Suwarrow Sea Serpent to which I replied. Mrs Paul 
invited us for tomorrow, myself on late duty. As I have found my eyes fail me while drawing, 
becoming painful &[and] inflamed &[and] the lines running together I consulted Wood the 
optician who put me through long tests [40] 

 the muscles of the eyes are much strained through close-work &[and] require rest. As my 
sight is also a little below normal he rec- -commended spectacles &[and] will prepare them 
by tomorrow. In addition to the letter test he used a candle, by putting lenses into a special 
rim he made two images of the candle &[and] while with some lenses it required great strain 
of the eyes to coalese*[coalesce] the images with others I could not manage it, the first set 
[41] 

 of lenses produced lateral images so - [sketch] &[and] the second [sketch] vertical ones, 
thus a different [sketch] set of muscles was involved. Another test threw a third image 
between these (a red one) &[and] the different lenses de- flected it to the left or [sketch] right 
of the vertical line my present condition was obtained when (I presume) the three images 
came into line. [42] 

5. Sat[urday]. Drew Petaurus (Shine). Received the specs 17[shillings]/6[pence] and wore 
them without any feelings of pride!! On late duty caught the 5.15 boat. Lane Cove &[and] 
joined Rose at Mrs Pauls where I found over 100 guests. 6. Sun[day]. Worked at rockery in 
the morning when Cherry called, stayed dinner, after which we biked to Manly &[and] back. 
7. Mon[day]. Knocking off the drawing for a term I commenced exam[ination] of the Thetis 
Sharks. At night made a few Bromides. [43] 

8. Tues[day]. Reeks asked me if I would join himself &[and] Batholomew on a shooting 
expedition in the neighbourhood of Bathurst. In order to be sent On Service I wrote to the 
Board which sits to day. The Black Muscovy Duck has recommenced laying &[and] chosen 
her old spot notwithstanding the former disturbance by White Rats. Received p[ar]t 9 of 
Funfuti Memoir containing my note on the Palm (published 7th). Whitelegge gave me 2 
Roses "M[a]d[a]m Bernard &[and] Climbing - Devoniensis". [44] 

9. Wed[nesday] The board granted me the necessary leave of absence and funds for 
collecting near Bathurst. We are to leave on Sat[urday] 12th. Received from Roebuck form 
of contribution for the SOPPITT MEMORIAL LIBRARY OF MYCOLOGICAL LITERATURE I 
gave him an order on Father 21[shillings]/- 10[shillings]/6[pence] for the Memorial &[and] 
10[shillings]/6[pence] subs[cription] to Y[orkshire].N[aturalists'].U[nion]. Welch lent me his 
Quackenbush rifle for collecting and I took out the Museum 20 [45] 

 bore for the Expedition. 10.Thurs[day]. Received letter from Mrs. Perry about the 
Astron[omical] telescope and saw Welch about the same. To day a fine Regalecus was sent 
in, it measures 13½ feet in length. 11. Fri[day]. Wrote to De Vis asking him for copies of his 
papers on fishes. As it is pouring with rain here I telegraphed to Bathurst for report on 
weather but had no reply to the time of my leaving the Museum. [46] 
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12. Sat[urday]. Spent these days to at Wallerawang 17. Thurs[day] with Reeks &[and] 
Bartholomew. Every day we had shooting Expeditions driving 10 to 20 miles thence walking 
10 or 12, over more or less rough ground. Got hares &[and] wallabys, (M. rufi collis &[and] 
M. malabatus). &[and] 1. oepyprymnus Also some birds the best shot I had was a right 
&[and] left Spur Winged Plovers. I took home a Soldier Bird which I winged. Brought home 3 
hares, one [47]  

 for Etheridge, one for Rose &[and] one for Welch whom however I learn will not 'touch' 
either hare or rabbit. We had fine weather after the first day or two but on crossing the 
mountains we encountered rain &[and] scarcely a fine day had been seen in Sydney since 
we left. 18. Fri[day]. To the Museum again. Letters from Father, Backhouse, Rowling (to 
come on 26th) &[and] Fletcher enclosing proof of the Crocodilus - Brachylophus note. [48] 

 Gave Etheridge a hare &[and] he told me that the Museum estimates had been passed with 
but £[pound] 200 reduction Salaries &[and] wages have been increased but I was not told to 
what extent I am interested. Wrote Mrs Perry re[garding] the telescope. 19.Sat[urday]. Sent 
one each of my papers to the Smithsonian Institution per Board of International Exchange - 
&[and] suggested that I receive by way of exchange, publications on Fishes. I really want 
Jordan &[and] Evermann's work [49] 

 but did not specify this. Spent afternoon working in the garden. The Black Duck<s> has laid 
and has begun to sit. 20. Sun[day]. Intermittent rain all day, between showers I wheeled soil 
to the new rockery from pockets in the back yard. Also top-dressed, in part the lawn - with 
Welch's Quackenbush <gun> rifle I shot two pigeons with bullets, the birds are much less 
numerous than they were a month ago, the walking stick gun being responsible. [50] 

21. Mon[day] Wrote to Rowling, Having arranged with Ogilby for the production of an 
amended catalogue of the Fishes of N[ew].S[outh].W[ales] he submitted the first section, 
Sharks &[and] Rays. Having some idea that my spectacles are "stronger" than necessary I 
again consulted Wood. he retested my sight by other<s> methods &[and] said that the same 
result was arrived at &[and] that the glasses were just what was required, &[and] that I 
should soon get used to them. [51]  

22. Tues[day]. Got together the papers by Ogilby, which Woodhead will bind for me. 23. 
Wed[nesday]. Wrote to Father &[and] sent him copy of our Annual Report &[and] my 
appendix on the Funafuti Fishes. 24. Thurs[day]. Drew Raja australis for "Thetis" Report. 
Rain every day &[and] nothing else. The drought broke up on May 28th. In June rain fell on 
19 days; in July on 15 days &[and] in August up to the 24th on 21 days. "H.C. Russell". [52] 

25. Fri[day] Spent evening with Welch. Wrote to Asphalter re[garding] garden path. 26. 
Sat[urday] Rode towards Longueville met Paterson &[and] Mrs Paul by arrange- meant they 
returning with me to tea. 27. Sun[day] Planted seeds (flower) We all took 11. boat for 
Longueville where we spent rest of the day. I took Mrs. Paul a young Coral tree. 28. 
Mon[day] Put in cuttings of Ivy &[and] Ficus given me by Paterson. Received some reprints 
on fishes by [53]  

 De Viz in response to my request. Asphalter agreed to make our garden path good for 
15[shillings]/-. Titan killed two more of the ducklings &[and] received a sound thrashing. 
Wrote article on the Palu as our idea for a newspaper paragraph. 29. Tues[day]. Left by 1.30 
train with Brodie for Parramatta thence drove to Prospect &[and] inspected the fish hatchery 
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&[and] the ponds. At the hatchery I saw the gravel at the bottom of the trays had clear 
spaces in [54]  

 it about the size of 1[shilling]/- I was next shown some trout fry with spinal curvature, these 
could not move in a straight line but rotated like the waltzing mice and swept clear the area 
before mentioned many of the fish proved to be monsters having 2 heads or two individuals 
with distinct heads &[and] tails and joined by their middle like the Siamese twins. At the 
ponds the fish were much depleted by Eels Hydromys, Kingfishers 2-legged - feathered and 
otherwise. Our return [55] 

 5 - mile drive to P[arra]matta &[and] caught the 5.25 train. 30. Wed[nesday]. Received word 
from Welch who had been communicated with by telephone that Rose had been alarmed by 
a man 'seeking work' he stated that he had been bitten by the dog within the grounds &[and] 
although he walked away freely enough when he returned with a policeman he was limping 
very badly. The dog had never been near him and he attempted black- mail. I went home by 
the 2.0 boat, saw [56] 

 how things stood and returned by 3.30 boat. Had tea with Allan &[and] attended meeting of 
the Linnean Soc[iety]. &[and] exhibited the Malformed trout fry. Supplemented paper on Palu 
books by Etheridge giving some account of the fish. When I got home learned that the man 
had called to see me but was told to call again at 8.0 in the morning. Letter from father and 
an Ack[nowledgemen]t from "Strand Mag" declining contribution to 'Annual Actualities' being 
4d[pence] to pay I "refused" it. [57] 

31. Thurs[day]. "The Man" failed to keep his appointment &[and] we shall probably hear no 
more of him I had the 'Rover' in readiness. Received from Mrs Harper the bedstead bought 
by Rose to whom I gave £[pound] 4.15. 0. Cherry came at night &[and] together we put it 
together. He developed negatives Drew to-day Rhinobatus banksia for "Thetis" Saw Shine 
re[garding] the drawings, the third sheet is nearly ready I still have Echidna to draw for it and 
Dendrolagus for sheet 4. [58] 

 Sep[tember] 1. Fri[day]. Asked <for> Brodie for particulars of early trawling expeditions of 
the Fisheries Dep[artmen]t. At night developed negatives taken at Prospect on Aug[ust] 
29th. On the whole they proved to be good, even interiors taken with the Rover - time - 
Ogilby gave me a copy of Gill's Antipodal faunas of which he had two. 2. Sat[urday]. 
Wheeled soil &[and] made the lawn more even it having a big dip at one side. Attended 
Supper Club in the evening. The Shakespear [59]  

 orator. Hannibal Williams, as guest. 3. Sun[day]. Spent all the morning top-dressing the 
lawn. In the afternoon the Hellawells came, tea, music etc[etera]. <4. Mon> Drew 
Dendrolagus bennettianus for the Mammal sheet from the plate I had prepared for the 
Linnean Soc[iety]. (N[ew] S[outh] W[ales]) 4 Mon[day]. Drew Echidna and tree with 2 Tree 
Kangaroos thereon, thus completes my work with the exception of the supervision of the 
lithographic work. [60]  

 Bought from Whitelegge the following works on Fishes. for 45[shillings]/- Bloch. 5 Vol[ume]s 
7. 6. Cuvier.(Atlas.) 15. 0. "[ditto] (Vol II.) 7. 0. Lowe.(Madeira) 10. 6. Sherrin 
(N[ew].Z[ealand].). 2. 0. Richardson (China). 1. 0. "[ditto] (Encl. Brit[ania].). 2. 0. £[pound] 2. 
5. 0. 5.Tues[day]. At to-days Museum Board meeting my M[anu]S[cript]. of technical account 
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(in part) of Thetis Report was passed. I still have some work to do at it and have to write the 
introduction. At night printed from [61] 

 negative taken of the Fish hatchery. 6. Wed[nesday]. Saw Brodie who gave me some 
publications of the Fisheries Dep[artmen]t. He lent me report &[and] M[anu]S[cript] on 2 
Trawling Expeditions Dove &[and] Ajax. My week on late duty. Cherry came in the evening. 
7. Thurs[day]. Took 3 negatives of the dredge at work at the Mosman's Bay reclama- tion 
&[and] on developing at night found them all excellent. Gave prints of Prospect photo to 
Brodie. Letter [62]  

 from Brisbane asking for M[anu]S[cript] of fish article. Saw Shine who gave me pull in black 
from stone of the first Mammal sheet. Bought pair if black pants in anticipation of Saturdays 
engagement my old ones having become rather seedy. 16[shillings]/6[pence] 8. Fri[day]. 
Spent day at Public Library looking up files of Sydney Morning Herald for information on 
Trawling Expeditions Wrote to Father. With Hellawell went to the Theatre. "The Gay Lord 
Quex" The Broughs. [63] 

9. Sat[urday]. On late duty. In the evening with the Murrells, Rose &[and] I went to Mrs. 
Paul's reception at the Society of Artists. 10. Sun[day]. Spent all day in the garden - planted 
out seedlings etc[etera]. 11. Mon[day]. Concluded article on Fishes for Sapsford &[and] 
Co[mpany]. "Wragge's Almanac." Wrote Rowling asking him to come on Sat[urday] &[and] 
meet Hellawell. 12. Tues[day]. Posted M[anu]S[cript] on fishes to Queensland glad to get it 
out of hand [64] 

 also wrote and pointed out errors in account "Snake bite" p[age] 223 Wragge's 
Almanac.Cherry came at night and we hung his bicycle by patent suspenders in the 
workshop. He took away my ½ plate camera wherewith to photograph the Mallicolla skulls. 
13. Wed[nesday]. North brought me from Chatswood a young Ring tailed Possum, which he 
had disturbed in company with its mother from a drey in a Lillypilly tree, a second young one 
escaped. In the evening I went to [65] 

 Welch to fetch an ice chest bought from him, he was exhibiting the lantern to Reeks, Miss 
Inwood and the children. I stayed for the entertainment. 14. Thurs[day]. Letter from Father 
To-day I completed the introduction to the Thetis Report. Fetched from Welch, ice chest for 
which I am to pay 30[shillings]/- cost 55[shillings]/- 15. Fri[day]. Received proofs of the plates 
Aracana Mona canthus sp nov. and M mosaicus. I passed the two former but sent the latter 
back as [66] 

 unsatisfactory. Drew Catulus analis and Parascyllium collare. Brodie sent me some 
publications of the Fisheries Dep[artmen]t. 16. Sat. Rowling &[and] his wife came to tea after 
which the Hellawells came &[and] we had a musical evening. 17. Sun[day]. Spent all day in 
the garden wheeled 16 barrow loads of soil &[and] built up the last neglected bed. 18. 
Mon[day]. Called on shine who gave me £[pound] 10 on account of the drawings of 
Mammals. Handed to Woolhead for [67] 

 building, Flute &[and] piano music. 19. Tues[day]. Paid Welch 30[shillings]/- for ice chest. 
Handed in for publications committee introduction to the Thetis Report. Rain today 
welcomed for the newly planted garden. Wrote to father. 20. Wed[nesday]. Letter from 
Father a week in advance. On opening newspaper, a letter addressed "Miss West, 
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Doncaster" dropped from under the cover, returned it to the P[ost] O[ffice]. Made micro - 
drawings for Etheridge supplementary to those of May 1st. [68] 

21. Thurs[day]. Bessie Hopcraft came to tea but did not stay overnight. Made further 
drawings for Etheridge. 22. Fri[day]. Letter from Sapsford in ack[nowledgemen]t of article on 
fish &[and] asking me to remedy the defective note on Snake-bite I pointed out to them. On 
28th August I arranged for a man to tar the garden path, he turned up &[and] finished the job 
to-day. Wrote note on Snake bite <&suggested Agency for 'Australian Snakes."> [69]  

23 Sat[urday]. In consequence of <a> biliousness. I stayed at home was somewhat better in 
the afternoon. Last night for the purpose of cleaning his cage I transferred the Possum to a 
bird cage. Found that he forced the weak wires &[and] escaped; discov- -ered him in a 
square tea tin half full of nails, rather a hard couch; from choice. Set "Ivy" the Plymouth Rock 
on 15 eggs, from our own fowls. Can hear the ducklings tap- -ping the shell, 
(Set.Aug[ust].19.) [70] 

24. Sun[day] <Set fowl on 14 eggs> Seedy! turned in early. 25. Mon[day] At work again, but 
not with much energy. 26. Tues[day]. Drew Chimaera for Thetis Report. At night read over 
the Fishery Reports for notices of Trawling. The ducklings are now all out to the number of 
twelve. 27. Wed[nesday] Drew Trygonoptera bucculenta from a skin, the type, the last plate 
of the Sharks &[and] Rays. 28. Thurs[day]. When I reached home Rose was visiting and all 
the ducklings gone [71] 

 no conclusion but they had been stolen. Other people around, I learn, have suffered 
similarly. Paid 16[shillings]/2[pence] Fire Insurance; took to Norman for reproduction 3 plates 
I had drawn for Etheridge, subject:- 29 Fri[day] Took out new boat- ticket 18[shillings]/-. 
Bought Darwin's "Expression of the Emotions" &[and] photo[graphic] reproductions 
"Glimpses of Australia" the two for 8[shillings]/-. Made drawing of Seriola hippos making 
about 26 plates to-date. [72]  

30. Sat[urday]. Worked in the garden &[and] can for the first time say it is now quite in order. 
[73] 

 October 1. Sun[day]. Spent morning in adapting Thornton-Pickard shutter to the Rover, 
another evolution. In the afternoon visited Welch 2. Mon.[day] 8- hour day, holiday. Rode 
bike to Tempe &[and] spent day with Dr. Vause mainly working at his new sterilising 
apparatus. Left him photo of self (Double) &[and] Claude. 3. Tues.[day] Drew Map of 
N[ew].S[outh].W[ales]. to illustrate trawling [74] 

 Gave white Muscovy duck 10 of her eggs, all we had preserved. 4. Wed[nesday]. Letter 
from Hon[ourable] Walter Rothschild in answer to mine re[garding] tortoises. Sold Bedstead, 
Spring Matteress &[and] bed for 30[shillings]/- not required having bought a new lot. 5. 
Thurs[day]. Paid water rate 13[shillings]/8[pence] &[and] 10[shillings]/- for garden £[pound] 1. 
3. 8. 6. Fri[day] Drew Neosebastes australis for Thetis Report. Ordered galvanised water 
piping to extend the connection in the garden [75]  

7 Sat[urday] Attended supper club Fred[ric]k Villiers as guest while feeding I made the 
unpleasant discovery that on looking at anyone I could see but one of their eyes, the right, 
&[and] that the right periphery of my plate was invisible, as was also all objects to the right of 
my centre of vision. Putting on my specs the trouble ended &[and] I afterwards developed 
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biliousness, this doubtless caused the visual aberration. 8. Sun[day] Below water mark! In 
[76] 

 the afternoon with Rose &[and] Claude sought out Mrs Kemp who has removed from 
Kempsey to Neutral Bay. They gave me a packet of seeds of 'Tecoma' canariensis sent for 
me from Kemp who remains in the country. 9. Mon[day] Wrote to Father. Sent £[pound] 1 to 
Aunt Longbotham as a wedding present for Cora. Paid 10[shillings]/6[pence] to Paterson for 
alter- tion to Rose's teeth. The P[roceedings of the].L[innean].S[ociety]. 
(N[ew].S[outh].W[ales]) issued today XXIV contains my vote on Crocodilus &[and] 
Brachylophus. [77] 

 Drew Chloropthalmus nigripinnis (tail) and Trygonoptera bucculenta (jaws) in line &[and] 
handed in, together with map &[and] Neosebastes. 10. Tues[day]. Sent to Father "Glimpses 
of Australia." in view of his birth- day next month. Made drawing of Monocentris gloria maris 
to occupy half-plate. Yesterday was hot, 90°[degrees] in the shade, to-day the maximum 
was 83.7°[degrees] but damp. 11. Wed[nesday]. Received letter from Dad. Water piping 
delivered 13[shillings]/3[pence] plus fittings, 8[shillings]/3[pence] total £[pound] 1- 1- 6. [78] 

 Oct[ober]. 12. Thurs[day]. Spent evening with Welch who was fitting up an incubator. 13. 
Fri[day]. Concluded introduction to Thetis Report and marked it "for press". Found our only 
Rooster ("Plymouth Rock") in the fowl-run, dead. 14. Sat[urday] Being my week on late duty 
I was at the Museum till 5.0 Wrote to Kemp in ack[nowlegemen]t of seeds. After bringing out 
4 chicks. Ivy left the eggs &[and] we found the rest cold, all with young! [79] 

15. Sun[day]. Fitted up smaller Aviary for the Ring- tailed Possum and transferred it from the 
small cage. In the afternoon Allan &[and] Harry came &[and] we had a lesson in 
photography. I gave the former a small cabinet, a Belemnite &[and] other small things. 16. 
Mon[day]. Ogilby having left me a Gerres (Xystaema) ovatus I made a drawing from it; an 
examination afterwards seemed to point to its being another species. [80] 

17. Tues[day] Made drawing of the broken dredge as a "tail-piece" Visited Shine &[and] 
found that on one stone, the Native Bear had been put down instead of the Echidna as in my 
"key". I ordered it to be cleaned off. Received M[anu]S[cript]. of the technical part of the 
Thetis report from the publications committee approved! Hedley being ill I stayed on late duty 
for him. Had a full-moon bike ride bought 3 fowls' eggs &[and] placed under [81] 

 the duck which has already sat for 2. weeks on 10 of her own eggs. All should therefore 
hatch together. 18. Wed[nesday]. Found that the name Hoplonotus had been previously 
used, and suggested Pterygotrigla for Trigla polyommata Again stayed late for Hedley who is 
still at home ill. In the evening I went to see Davidson re[garding] his visit to Burragorang in 
view of spending a holiday there. I wrote to J Fitzpatrick of the Accommodation house. [82] 

19 Thurs[day] Received letter from Nellie Beale. Commenced drawing Synaptura fasciata 
again stated late for Hedley. 20. Fri[day] Wrote to Father we had continuous rain all the 
afternoon &[and] night, good for the garden! Sent copy of Truth to Father as it has 
derogatory notices of the Governor, Earl Beauchamp. 21. Sat[urday]. Although I have taken 
late duty for Hedley, all the week he relieved me for this afternoon. Put [83] 

 the water pipe under the lawn and made the necessary connections. Got another Rooster 
(White Leghorn) in place<d> of the one that died. 22. Sun[day]. Mr Moates, who with his 
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wife, (during the absence of Mrs Murrell). is boarding next door is commencing photography, 
&[and] spent the morning with me in and out of the dark room. Gardening after dinner. 23. 
Mon[day]. Received and read proofs of introduction to 'Thetis' Report. Letter from Rowling. 
[84] 

24. Tues[day]. Accepted invitation from Rowling, for Saturday. Shine sub- mitted to me 
revised sheet <from> of that condemned Petaurus sciureus having been placed on the stone 
at an incorrect angle I condemned this animal. 25. Wed]nesday]. English mail brought letters 
from Roebuck ack[nowledgin]g contribution to the Soppitt Memorial. Fanny Bowling and 
Chadwick Also letter in reply to mine. Fitzpatrick Burragorang. terms [85]  

 each 25[shillings]/- child 5[shillings]/- per week. 26. Thur[sday]. Inspected a specimen of 
Lampris luna from New Zealand exhibited by Fresh Food &[and] Ice Co[mpany]. Spent 
evening with our neighbours, the Moates. 27. Fri[day]. Wrote note on the Regalecus for 
Records (found August 12) Ordered wire &[and] wood for enclosing and extending fowl 
yards 50 yards wire - 13[shillings]/6[pence] straining wire - 1[shillings]/6[pence] Received 
second proof of the Introduction [86] 

28. Sat[urday]. Left Headingley with Rose &[and] Claude on the way to the Rowlings. 
Pouring rain. First we went to the Museum &[and] saw the Transvaal contingent and 1500 of 
the N[ew] S[outh] W[ales] Military there we got soaked &[and] returned straight home. 29. 
Sun[day]. Gave Moates another lesson in photography, &[and] at night one on bromide 
printing. 30. Mon[day]. Looked out names for Thetis new fishes &[and] practically concluded 
the work. There seems [87] 

 very little for the time &[and] labour spent. Bought Manual of Heraldry 1[shillings]/6[pence]. 
Received £[pound] 3. 3. 0 from Sapsford Brisbane &[and] returned proof of fish article. 31. 
Tues[day]. Drew Synaptura nigra, the final fish plate, I have still to draw the "Thetis" - 
frontispiece. Received Cement &[and] some timber, which however is not in accordance with 
the order. Wrote Eaton. Pay-day. the second a/c[account] (in Rose's name) has now 
reached £[pound] 100. £[pound] 300 in all. [88] 

 November 1. Wed[nesday] wrote to Father on receiving a letter from him. Made drawing of 
the Thetis for frontispiece to the Memoir, this is the last plate. Kemp sent down a half'-'grown 
Native Cat, alive. Timber from Eaton changed, having excavated the rock, previously I, to-
night put in 3 posts with cement. 2. Thurs[day] Rose wrote to Katie &[and] suggested that 
she &[and] her mother etc[etera]. might like a change to [89]  

 Mosman's Bay &[and] take care of the house while we were absent on holiday. Bought a 
small screw plate 2[shillings]/6[pence]. Adapted Thornton- Pickard Shutter to the 'Rover' 
Camera. 3 Fri[day]. Wrote to Burragorang &[and] stated that we intended to go there in 
December for a fortnight. Bought 1 in[ch] mesh wire netting 5[shillings]/- to 'foot' the en- -
closure [sketch] intended for the poultry. Had half day (the afternoon) holiday in 
consequence of [90]  

 the second military contingent departing for the Transvaal. Again wet put in, between 
showers, 3 more posts into the rock. 4. Sat[urday]. Put up inch - mesh wire, this has to be 
cemented to the rock, &[and] strung to the 2 in[ch] mesh above. Wrote to Roebuck &[and] 
Nellie Beale &[and] Rose to Fanny Bowling. 5. Sun[day]. Thorpe &[and] Miss Hall were 
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expected to-day but in consequence of the wet weather did not turn up. Took nine negatives 
of interior [91] 

 of the house, all developed well. I used to Lancaster Camera +[and] Dallmeyer lens of Levy 
which I think of buying. 6. Mon[day] Made 3 copies of the photos taken yesterday (in 
Bromide) using 2 packets of paper ½ pl[ate]. 7. Tues[day] As todays Board meeting 
Etheridge was at my request to apply for some re- numeration to Allan who have been 16 
month with me. Drew young Solenognat- hus &[and] egg in 'line', [92] 

 spent evening with Welch who has left the firm, Malcolm &[and] Co[mpany] &[and] will 
probably leave Mosmans for the country. 8. Wed[nesday]. Received letter and photos from 
Father, he looks very much older than in the last one he sent me 2 or 3 years ago. Etheridge 
told me he had had a row with the trustees re[garding] Allan and that the matter was held 
over. Received paged proof of the 'Introduction' &[and] first galley of [93] 

 the Selachii. Bought a light (thin) pint for the hot weather 50[shillings]/- In the afternoon 
Rose went by bus to visit Mrs Charles Rowling and I joined her, at Sydnenham, by 6.3 train. 
9 Thurs[day]. Public holiday, Prince of Wales' birthday - 8 muscovy ducklings hatched out of 
10 eggs supplied. After dinner we went to Longueville and spent a pleasant time. Met 
Herman Roth who invited me to lunch on Monday [94]  

10. Fri[day] Bought step-ladder 10[shillings]/- got new Cottar pin for the Bike one being too 
small. Took Etheridge my framed photo of Sir Jos[ep]h Banks which he desired to reproduce 
for the case of "Cook relics." 11. Sat[urday]. I Working with cement &[and] at night attended 
Supper Club, we had as guest Signor Mac -aroni or something to that effect. He is walking 
round the globe for a wager &[and] has been at it [95] 

 nine years being due home next year. His collection of pass- ports &[and] various papers is 
most interesting. 12. Sun[day] By appointment Thorpe &[and] Miss Hall came in the 
afternoon &[and] we had a stroll round Cremorne. On returning round Mr &[and] Mrs 
Hellawell All had tea &[and] spent evening with us. 13. Mon[day] Lunched with Roth at <the> 
Paris House and took away some coins suggested exchange with the Museum. Having 
received a letter from [96] 

 Brodie asking me on behalf of the Fisheries Commission, if I would prepare a list of the 
Colony's fishes I conferred with Ogilby who contemplated a second edition of his Catalogue. 
As the question is rather an awkward one for with Ogilby &[and] myself, he suggest joint 
authorship &[and] I wrote Brodie to that effect. (see letter book p ). Sent to Father &[and] 
Belle each, 8 photos of interior of house and garden. Read proofs of Re- galecus &[and] 
Lampris. [97] 

 Received letter from Katie declining offer of our house. 14. Tues[day] Telephoned Rowling 
&[and] asked if he would like a change to Mosman during our absence. Worried Etheridge to 
push on with printing the Thetis Report in order that I may correct. All proofs before going 
away. In Ann[als] &[and] Mag[azine of] Nat[ural] Hist[ory] Sep[tember] p[age]. is a note on 
Owen's Thylacomys but no reference to mine on the same subject. Nature Sep[tember] 
p[age]. 536 gives a nice notice of the Palu. [98] 
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15. Wed[nesday]. On reading the above in to-days Telegraph I called on Brodie &[and] 
reminded him that I was one not to be overlooked in matters of this kind. He promised to 
write to the Museum. [99] 

 Rowling telephoned and having pupils to teach at Sydnenham declined our offer. dined with 
Paterson and at night made some zinc carriers for the Rover. 16. Thurs[day] Saw Levy 
about the Lancaster Camera and Dallmeyer lens and eventually bought the lot, including 
tripod &[and] canvas bag for £[pound] 4. Some months ago, since which time it has been in 
my possession he asked £[pound] 6. but has now left he pawn. broking businesses. Took to 
Cunningham, who [100] 

 is printing the 'Thetis' Report, my papers for binding. Vol[ume] I English Vol[ume] II 
Australian to date. Spencer sent me a joint paper on Mar- supial hairs. Wrote note on 
Thylacomys for Ann[als] &[and] Mag[azine of] Nat[ural] Hist[ory] and saw proofs of the last 
plates inclu- ding one of the 'Thetis' herself. The 33 years Leonids, supposed to be on view 
to-night will scarcely be visible in this cloudy sky. I shall miss some- thing being but six 
months old at the last display. [101] 

17. Fri[day]. concluded <wrote> note on Thylacomys for Ann[als] &[and] Mag[azine of] 
Nat[ural] Hist[ory]. Handed to Etheridge the last of the 'Thetis' M[anu]S[cript]] He told me that 
he is writing an ac- count of our 'Cooks' relics - but is 'stuck up' for a certain book which is 
not to be had in Sydney. At noon I was caught in a shower &[and] took refuge in a second- 
hand book shop. I now the contents well enough but took to rummaging among some dusty 
old stuff on a top shelf - for [102] 

 1[shilling]/6[pence]. I got a copy of Cook's voyages and life. On showing it to Ether- idge he 
was staggered, it was the very book he wanted and said it was worth 20[shillings]/-. I let him 
have it at cost price. It is the first life of Cook by K 18. Sat[urday] My week on late duty 
stayed at the Museum until 5.0. Etheridge showed me a letter from Farnell in reply to one 
re[garding] Electric light fishing. It seems all accommodation has been kept for "friends". 
[103] 

19. Sun[day]. Worked in the garden and at the Fowl- yard enclosure. Made 3 gates 
etc[etera]. Wrote to Father. 20. Mon[day]. Bob Barnes in assisting Dr. Belisario to remove 
became possesses of some Proceedings of the Linnean Soc[iety]. N[ew].S[outh].W[ales]. 
(40 p[ar]ts) These I bought from him @[at] 1[shilling]/- per part. They extend from Vol[ume] V 
1st series to Vol[ume] VII 2nd. series, the following parts being missing V p[ar]t 1 and 3. VI 
p[ar]t 2 and 3. VII p[ar]t 3. [104] 

 Second series- missing II p[ar]t 1. V. p[ar]t 3. VI p[ar]t 1. 3. 4 VII. p[ar]t 2. 3.and 4. Vol[umn] 
V p[ar]t 4 p[ar]t series is in duplicate. Proofs of the Thetis are coming in fast and keep me 
busy. Bought (at Paterson's request) a Wynne's photographic Exposure meter. He wants me 
to try it for him. Cherry came to tea and afterwards developed some negatives. 21. 
Tues[day]. Brodie wrote decision of Fisheries Commissioners stating the Catalogue was to 
remain in [105] 

 abeyance. We have been much exercised as to some one to look after the birds etc[etera] 
during our absence Our anxiety was annulled by :Syd". Welchs boy offering to do so. I gave 
a Jackass to Paterson who wanted one &[and] offered the other to Miss Inwood who some 
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time ago asked me to obtain one for her. The rest of the menagerie I will take to the Museum 
leaving only the Poultry and Titan. [106]  

22 Wed[nesday] Stayed, late for Hedley. Letter from Father - Drew Tangles to illus- -trate 
Thetis Report an account of which was omitted from the into duction. cutting [107] 

23. Fri[day]. Letter from Cox to inform me that I was to accompany the Electric Fishing 
Exped[ition] &[and] learned from Brodie that the Thetis was to leave Circular Quay at 9. this 
evening. I packed-up collecting materials and went aboard others present being "Jack 
Want'". Mr Courtice, W. Campbell (Fisheries commissioners <&[and]> Brodie &[and] Morton. 
A lumpy sea running outside we put into Botany for the night, the intention being to go south 
to Jervis Bay. [108] 

25. Sat[urday]. Left anchorage early &[and] proceeded southward &[and] off Young Banks 
put over to the electric appliance, it is a large fish - trap with six openings, the centre consists 
of a box, the sides of which are mirrors in front of each is attached an incandescent lamp, 
worked by a dynamics on board, for particulars see the Thetis Report (p[age] ) and photo 
which I took with the 'Rover' down to 20 fathoms the pressure broke the [109] 

 connections and the light went out. We then made Jervis Bay for the night. 26. Sun[day]. 
Went ashore before breakfast &[and] had a swim &[and] drew the seine, then outside &[and] 
fished for Schnapper Southward to Wreck Bay, having good sport, returned to Jervis Bay at 
dusk &[and] the trap having been repaired, it was put over and left for 1¼ hours during which 
time the light worked without a hitch - the rays illuminated the water [110] 

 for a very considerable distance, the trap was down 9 fathoms &[and] we could see Garfish 
swimming, around it, Hauling the trap it was absolutely empty. I put over a tow net with a 
lamp in- side &[and] got Medusa and worms the latter being the most active things 
imaginable. Left the Bay, late, for Sydney. 27. Mon[day] Arrived at the Quay just in time for 
me to catch the 8.30 Mosman boat [111]  

 did not go to the Museum till 2.0 received galley proof of the last sheets of the Thetis 
Report. So there should now be no difficulty in publishing my part this year. At night I 
developed photos taken, they turned out indifferently &[and] were the first plates taken since 
I put in the Thornton-Pickard Shutter. The Black Duck having commenced to sit I gave her 
13 of her own eggs. [112] 

28. Tues[day]. Interim letter from Father inclosing B[ill of] L[ading] for 'Picturesque Europe' 
sent per "Austral" Freight &[and] Insurance 18[shillings]/3[pence]. Binding 5 vol[ume]s @[at] 
7[shillings]/- £[pound] 1.15. 0. Wrote an addendum to 'Thetis' Report dealing with the Electric 
trial. 29. Wed[nesday]. Saw Mrs Fitzpatrick of Burragorang &[and] arranged to leave on 
Saturday by 9.30 am train. Visited Welch in the evening, he has bought a paper at Bulli 
&[and] takes it over from the New Year. [113] 

30.Thurs[day]. Wrote Father, Bought 2 doz[en] ½ &[and] 2 doz[en] ¼ plates for holiday. 
9[shillings]/- . Paid Barnes £[pound] 2 for parts. P[roceedings of the].L[innean].Soc[iety]. 
N[ew]S[outh]W[ales]. David passed Addendum to Report, he being the only member of the 
publication comm[itt]ee in town. Printing of the plates has commenced this will take at least 2 
weeks to complete. Paged proofs, without the addendum run to 128 pages. Worked out 
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f[ocus] ratio of stops for Dallmeyer lens. they being marked 100.50.25 etc[etera]. Rose took 
Jackass to Miss Inwood. [114]  

 December. 1. Fri[day]. With printers &[and] made final arrangement as to publication of the 
Thetis Report. Wrote to father. --- 2. Sat[urday] to 18. Monday Annual holiday. We left by 8. 
am boat &[and] took 9.30 train to Picton where we had lunch, then commenced the drive in 
blasting heat. 108.0°[degrees] in the shade A lumbering waggon &[and] 3 horses and 30 
miles to cover. After arriving at the top of the mountain we [115] 

 made the descent of 1800 feet precipitiously &[and] reached the foot as night fell. We then 
has*[had] 7 miles in the dark under a blasting hot wind, such as the inhabitants of the valley 
hardly remembered. Afterwards we had a most enjoyable time each day like the other, with 
variations so I discard the diary form. The day generally opened for me with a swim in the 
Wallondilly and I had a daily ride up to 16 miles. We also had shooting [116]  

 bagging Hares, Macropus nalabatus &[and] Petrogale penicillata. Trichosurus at night of 
birds, Podargus, Merops. Leatherhead, Soldier Bird A white Swallow. etc[etera]. At nights we 
set a net across the river and got Mugil breviceps Potamalosa Percolates colonorum &[and] 
on the live Eells. In the net on consec- utive nights was a Platypus, drowned. I winged a 
melanops (Blue Jay) which I took home alive. On the moun [117] 

 -tain top I killed a large goana, it gave me a long chase &[and] the spectators some fun. In 
the valley another one ran up a tree with a small bird it its mouth &[and] it was mobbed by a 
flock of Artamus sordidus. I saw both Leather- heads and Artamus on separate occasions 
mobbing a hawk. Bee eaters were very common, after one had entered to hole in a sand 
bank I cut off its exit with my fly net and [118] 

 secured it, it later escaped from my pocket. I scooped out the hole to arms length but failed 
to reach the end of the burrow. I fetched a spade and cut away the bank, the nest, (there 
appeared to be no structure) was situated 4½ feet from the original face and contained 3 
squabs. I afterwards found that although so changed, the old birds were still attending the 
young which I had left in the hole [119] 

 I found nests of Grallinas and Anthus I was attracted to one of the latter by the parent bird 
tumbling in front of me with the tricks of a plover. The only tuft near contained the nest 
&[and] 3 eggs built among the shingle of the river bed. I returned for the camera &[and] 
made an attempt to photo[graph] the nest under ad- -verse conditions. While standing still to 
fix the position of the nest so that I might again find it. An [120] 

 Artamus flew straight for me and alighted on my hat. It was a young bird as I could see by 
its speckled breast. It was a favourite ride to the "Black's rocks." An immense block 4½ miles 
from our house weathered with -in, the weathered face adorned with "black's hands." I took 
the camera in the sulky &[and] made 3 exposures. Another time I drove to the lagoon &[and] 
took photos. This water was said to be full of a [121] 

 fish which was 'all bones' (Chatoessus.?) Down the river we used to ride beyond the 
juncture of the Wallondilly with Cox's river and called in at the Black's camp on one 
occasion. Rose who had never previously been on a horse got some equestrian experience. 
What with riding, driving, fishing shooting swimming &[and] climbing we had an enjoyable 
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time. On the morning of the 18 we were up at 4 am &[and] left at 5.30 Lunched 8 miles 
before [122] 

 reaching Picton &[and] got the 3.40 train, the pull up the mountain (I walked) was very 
pleasant compared with our experience a fortnight previously. When we arrived at home 6. 
pm we found all well with the exception of the newer Magpie, which was dead. The old bird I 
got from Queanbeyan survives them all. 19. Tuesday. At work again. I found that notwith- -
standing my explicit instructions some of the Thetis plates had [123] 

 been pulled - off - reversed. Got from Orient Co[mpany] 5 vol[umes] of Picturesque Europe 
which cost me some trouble with Customs although 'free' goods. Attended Supper Club at 
night. The Governor (Earl Beauchamp) as guest. The American Naturalist ( ) contains my 
rejoinder to Tordans' remarks on the Thetis (preliminary) Report. 20. Wed[nesday]. At home 
a hard day in the garden &[and] about the place generally. Saw Welch at night. [124] 

 Allan brought over some proofs and stayed tea. Paid 9[shillings]/6[pence] for binding 2 
vol[ume]s of my papers. Paid £[pound] 1. subscription to Aust[ralasian] Ass[ociation] for the 
Adv[ancement] of Sci[ence] 21. Thurs[day]. At Museum. Although I had specially told both 
the Secretary &[and] the printers as to the "set" of the plates some of the sheets 2 &[and] 3 
are lettered to read from the hinge of the book, the idea being to have the heads of the 
fished at the top of the page. Wrote to Sup[erindenten]t railways re[garding] difference [125] 

 between return single fares and return fares to Picton. Developed negatives taken on 
holidays they were mostly overexposed. 22 Fri[day] Took another day off which still leaves 2 
days due to me. Worked further in the garden weeding &[and] hoeing. 23. Sat[urday] 
Museum holiday. Hellawell came to tea &[and] at night I printed from negatives taken at 
Burragorang. Wrote to Father. [126] 

24. Sun[day]. In the rock at the back is a natural trough I damned the low end so as to form a 
pond for the ducks, using bricks &[and] cement. We had a violent wind during last night, it 
reached 61 miles an hour &[and] wrecked our coral tree. 25. Xmas[Christmas] Took 
negatives of Claude and Rose (in hat and veil) with Dallmeyer. Among greetings received 
was one from Dr. Chalmers appointed doctor to the Sultan of Jahore. [127] 

 also from WB Simpson Family Bowling &[and] others. 26. Tues[day]. Thought of writing a 
note on 'Cataloguing Museum Specimens,' for Aus[tralasian] Ass[ociation for the] 
Adv[ancement] of Sci[ence]. Spent day at home, Public Holiday. 27. Wed[nesday]. At work 
again. I learned that the Thetis report had been duly issued on the 23rd &[and] that 100 
copies had been sent away including some by yesterday's mail. I could not obtain a copy, all 
having been posted. Shine [128] 

 paid me the balance £[pound] 22. of amount due for sheet of Mammals being £[pound] 32 
in all. I wrote a long letter to Dr. Chalmers at Jahore. 28. Thurs[day]. The following is from 
the Telegraph of to day. Took holiday &[and] coated kitchen with sage-green Alabastine. 
[newspaper clipping] The trustees of the Australian Museum have issued a volume giving 
the scientific results of the trawling expedition undertaken at the re- quest of the Fisheries 
Commission in February and March, 1898. The Government steamer Thetis was lent to the 
commission for the pur- poses of the expedition, and sailed up and down the coast-line from 
Jervis Bay, on the south, to Crowdy Head, on the north. A popular account of the expedition 
was laid before Parliament dur- ing the session of 1898, and the present volume is confined 
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to scientific results. It is the work of Mr. Edgar R. Waite, F[ellow].L[innean].S[ociety of 
London]., Zoologist to the Museum, who accompanied the expedition as scientific observer. 
There are illustrations of between 30 and 40 species of fish, and descrip- tions of many 
more. The whole volume will be of great interest to scientific men, both in Aus- tralia and 
other parts of the world, as hitherto un- classified varieties of fish are fully described. [129] 

 In the afternoon Katie &[and] Bessie Hopcraft came. 29 Fri[day] Again at home, the 
conclusion of my leave. Made bromide prints from portrait negatives of Rose Claude and 
Maggie ( Burragorang). Received copy of my Thetis Report it makes a very decent part. 30. 
Sat[urday] We had all been expecting that the increase of salaries would commence from 
this pay day and be post dated to 1st July Although passed, the money was not paid. [130] 

 Thackerah called on behalf of the 'Mail' &[and] asked for loan of some of the Fish blocks 
Paterson asked us to Longueville for Sunday. Bought &[and] posted a tie for Allan, the 
Trustees gave him £[pound] 5 as a recognition. Received authority from Railways to receive 
9[shillings]/- in res- pect of my letter of 21st. Hellawell called &[and] we gave him a Duck for 
New Years day. 31. Sun[day]. Spent day at Longueville stayed over- night and telephoned 
for Rose tomorrow. [131]  

 MDCCCC. January 1.Mon[day]. Spent day at Longueville. Met Rose &[and] Claude by 
rowing boat and then pulled up the river &[and] had an enjoyable picnic. Took photos, 
played cricket had swim etc[etera]. Reached home about 11.0. pm. 2.Tues[day]. wrote note 
on Card Catalogues applied to Museums, for A[ustralasian]. A[ssociation for the] 
Adv[ancement of] Sci[ence]. [132] 

3. Wed[nesday]. Handed my note on Card Catalogues to Hedley for reading at Melbourne 
and advised Liversidge of the same. Wrote Father enclosing £[pound] 20. Bank England 
note to cover the following. Interest Aunt. 8.15. 0 Self 4.11. 0 Linnean Soc[iety]. 3. 0. 0 
Pict[orial] Europe Binding &[and] Freight 2.13. 0 W[illiam]D[enison] Roebuck 1. 1. 0 Sent 
3[shillings]/- subscription to Fund, Taylor, the secretary of Supper Club, retiring. [133] 

 The Black Duck has now sat 5 weeks on her eggs and left them, I found them quite cold but 
on chipping one it was still alive so I put the batch under a broody fowl. At night all were 
ham- mering the shell in a vigorous manner. Received letter from Father &[and] anonymous 
'Post Karte' (pictorial) from Frankfurt A/M. I think sent by Walter Walker. [134] 

4. Thurs[day]. Titan has been ill for a day or two, it now apprears that he has distemper, 
although 4½ years old. I am treating him with 5 grain doses of Quinine. Received 
9[shillings]/- from Rail- way Dep[artmen]t. 5. Fri[day] Received Wragges Al- manac 1900 
containing my article on Fishes. Miss Stewart sent me 3 varieties of Cannas which I planted. 
I cut my foot rather badly on the rocks last Monday &[and] <my> the wound has got [135] 

 so inflamed around that I wrote Etheridge (who knew of this) that I should give it two days 
rest. The fowl has bought out 9 ducklings (I gave her only 9 eggs) including the one I had 
chipped. 6. Sat[urday]. Stayed at home to day &[and] rested my foot. Filled up Income Tax 
form- Salary £[pound] 245} Bonus 25} 270. 0 . 0 Overtime 7.11. 3 Private work 13. 0. 0  
290.11. 3 Less M[useum] Premium 3. 7. 6  287. 3. 9 ================ [136] 

[newspaper clipping] SCIENTIFIC RESULTS OF THE THETIS TRAWLING EXPEDITION. 
The first instalment of the scientific results of the trawling cruise of the steamer Thetis has 
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been published to the order of the trustees of the Australian Museum, Sydney, and forms a 
valuable addition to the scientific library of the colony, particularly in those parts which deal 
with some of the little known fish life of the waters adjacent to the New South Wales coast. 
The material, arrangement, and sketches of the book are from the brain, pen, and brush of 
Mr. E. R. Waite, F[ellow].L[innean].S[ociety of London]., zoologist of the Museum. The 
introduction deals with the trawling and dredg- ing expeditions which had taken place before 
the Thetis cruise, and incidentally points out that there is small chance of supplying the 
deficiency of information as to the habits of fish here until a biological station is available. Mr. 
Waite has been handicapped by the paucity of reliable records and the present effort is the 
first serious attempt to epitomise events in connection with marine research. Descriptions of 
the modern otter trawl, dredges, and tow-nets are interesting read- ing, and remarks upon 
the pelagic life, tempera- tires, soundings, the character of the bottoms and the area 
traversed by the trawls of the Thetis possess more than a passing interest for scientists and 
laymen. But the scientific description of the fishes taken will be read with delight by all in 
whom the piscatorial and naturalist's instinct is strong. The language in which the description 
of the fish is couched is not too technical, and any changes made in the nomenclature are 
only such [137] 

[newspaper clipping continued] as appeared necessary when studying the rela- tionship of 
the various species enumerated. Al- together 107 species of fish , representing 95 genera, 
including a new one, were taken. Of these many were recorded for the first time, and in the 
case of those which had not previously been figured, Mr. Waite has, with pen and brush, 
given an accurate and artistic presentment of them. Indeed, the artist cannot withhold the 
keenest admiration for the dainty work of the sketches, which, being done by a scientist, 
possess accuracy with the artistic effects of light and shade. The common name of many of 
the fish described has still to be given to them, the scien- tist preferring not to coin common 
names, most likely in view of the possibility of the fish bearing different names in different 
parts of colony. Of those which will attract the greatest atten- tion no doubt the chimaera, or 
ghost shark, the keel-headed parrot fish, the bellows fish, the box fish, the porcupine fish, 
the thetis fish (an armed fish something like the bull-rout, capable of in- flicting a painful, 
venomous wound), two kinds of gurnard, two boar fish, a flounder, and four kinds of soles, 
are the most notable. A map showing the area of the ocean bottoms trawled, under the 
direction of Mr. F. Farnell, also accompanies the report. A brief account is also given of the 
ex- periments of the Fisheries Commissioners with the electric light fish-trap along the south 
coast in November, 1899, all of which were failures. Al- together the book is a credit to 
Mr.Waite, and betokens unremitting work and research for many months. [138] 

7. Sun[day]. Kept my foot quiet. Mrs Lazarus &[and] Hannah came to tea. 8. Mon[day]. 
Among fishes received from Lord Howe Is[lands] are Isistius and Promethichthys both good 
records. Etheridge asks us to supply matter for another "Record" by end of next month. 
Wrote to Backhouse (York[shire]). 9. Tues[day]. Received reprints of Thetis Report and sent 
copies to Father Roebuck Boulenger Wager, Jordon Spencer &[and] Steindachner [139] 

 the postage on the British ones is 9d[pence] To Steindachner, I wrote referring to page 53 
and requested his papers in return. 10. Wed[nesday]. Received letters from Father, Cora, 
and the Smithisonian Institution (U[nited].S[tates].Nat[ural] Mus[eum]). the last in 
acknowledgment of my papers &[and] informing me that some <late> recent works on 
Fishes would be sent me in return. 11. Thurs[day]. Miss Stewart in packing up goods for Bulli 
sent me some photo literature and plates. [140] 
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12. Fri[day]. The publications committee refused the application of "The Mail" for some of the 
"Thetis" blocks but offered loan of original drawings. Saw 'Vet' re[garding] Titan and obtained 
medicine for him. Gave Miss Stewart book of songs. 13. Sat[urday]. Received the following 
letter from Farrell &[and] replied. Fixed up further accessories in the dark room made 
shelving etc[etera] for Rose. [141] 

 [folded paper] 14. Sun[day]. In afternoon went to the Kemps at Neutral Bay &[and] on 
returning picked up Miss Stewart [142] 

 "Frugarine" Rydalmere 11th Jan[uar]y 1900 My dear Waite In ack- nowledgeing the receipt 
of Part I of the Scientific Results of the Trawling Ex- -pedition of the 
H[er].M[ajesty's].C[olonial].S[hip].'Thetis' allow me to thank you for your very valuable work 
which is a distinct gain to the Scientific lit- -erature of the day the com- pilation of information 
is so well arranged that it is a treat to read how thoroughly you have mastered the several 
subjects indeed I only wish I had one 

[letter continued] [right side] fraction of your ab- bility to describe so accurately the results of 
the expedition. I only trust that the Government will, through your Trustees, recognise the 
valuable work you have under- -taken by fittingly re- -warding you, however whatever 
happens you have earned the thanks and appreciation of those who know anything of 
piscatorial matters generally and from a Biological &[and] Zoological stand-point the Scien- -
tific world is much indebted to you [left side] for the careful and concise manner in which 
your language accurately describes the specimens obtained. Wishing you all the success 
possible I am yours very sincerely Frank Farnell P[ost].S[cript]. Could you let me have, say 4 
copies more as I wish to send them to the Cape and London. The Fisheries Dep[artmen]t will 
take delivery of them for me. F.F. 

 &[and] her friend Miss White from the empty house &[and] took them to tea. A slip under the 
door informed us that Dr. Vause had been in our absence. 15. Mon[day]. Wrote Dr. Vause 
&[and] sent him Thesis Report. Sent £[pound] 1. 3. 2 to Eaton for wood and cement. Wrote 
short article on "Extended description of Mus fuscipes." 16. Tues[day]. Called on Pottie the 
'Vet' re[garding] Titan he will visit him tomorrow. On late duty at the Museum. [143] 

17. Wed[nesday] Half holiday to-day departure of troops for the Transvaal. - Pottie on seeing 
Titan said he had been poisoned and advised his removal to the hospital, this was effected 
in the afternoon. The poison was Arsenic, it had probably been laid for some other dog, or a 
cat. 18. Thurs[day]. Drew, in line, skulls of Mus fuscipes to illustrate paper pre- pared for the 
Records. [144] 

19. Fri[day] The English mail brought card from Nellie Beale. Went to see 'Ti' in hospital he 
seemed about the same but I was told he was better &[and] was eating more freely. 20. 
Sat[urday] Being my late - duty week I was at the Museum until 5.0 Rainbow looked in <af> 
having returned from A[ustralasian].A[ssociation for the].A[dvancement of].Sci[ence]. 
Melbourne. My paper had been "taken as read". wrote Father &[and] Fanny Bowling.- [145] 

22. Mon[day] Letter from Thompson, Lord Howe Is[land] inclosing B[ill of]/L[ading] for a bag 
of onions, he had also sent one to Etheridge. Called to see Titan I could scarcely imagine a 
dog could be so thin and live. The pelvic articulation of the femur could be easily seen. 23. 
Tues[day]. The gas pipes being laid in our street I wrote to the plumber re[garding] 
necessary connections English mail in, a letter from Mrs W[aite] cousin Will is in [146] 
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 Ladysmith whence it is announced that the defenders can hear the guns of Bullers' relief 
force. 24. Wed[nesday]. Mrs. Nicholls &[and] her 3 daughters of Lord Howe Is[land] paid us 
a visit at the Museum. I have not seen Ogilby since the publication of the Thetis Report- he 
called to day &[and] among one or two little matters mentioned that Trygonorhina should not 
have been used. Why ? [147] 

25. Thurs[day] Etheridge returned from Tamworth &[and] told me that D.A. Porter had some 
geckos with peculiar habit and suggested that if I would deter- -mined and dissect them he 
would supply field notes for a joint paper. I wrote and acquiesed. Saw Titan who is out of 
pain but is even thinner he will be sent home next week. 26. Fri[day] Anniversary day. A 
Public holiday. Allan &[and] his sister Doris came by 2.30 boat [148] 

 and we picnicked at Balmoral, they returned to Headingley with us to tea and at night 
Cherry came. 27. Sat[urday]. Of the Palms I bought from Lord Howe Is[land]. the two 
Pandanus have grown best, they have rapidly outgrown the successive sized pots &[and] to-
day I planted them out into the garden in sunk kerosene tins. 28. Sun[day]. Hearing Mag[pie] 
shriek I saw a hawk hovering above - she knew what the bird wanted! [149] 

 My foot hurt on the 1st is now healing. I was very seedy to-day and did not sleep at all. 29. 
Mon[day]. Went to Museum but left soon, very ill. Called on Pottie &[and] learned that poor 
old Ti, was dead. Katie came in the afternoon &[and] stayed over night. Rose had just sent 
for the D[octo]r for I felt wretched but a fit of vomiting came on &[and] I knew what was 
wrong with me, the heat! I having experienced the very peculiar and [150] 

 awful sensations before. She was in time to countermand the message which was to be 
sent by one of the Tradesmen. 30. Tues[day]. After more sickness I felt better &[and] passed 
a calmer though still wakeful night I was able to keep down a little soda-water &[and] 
gradually improved, did not, could not go to the museum. Katie stayed the night again. 31. 
Wed[nesday]. Returned to work. Wrote North Shore Gas Co[mpany] re[garding] connection 
with the [151] 

 main, pipes now being laid in Boyle St. In consequence of ill- health I did not attend Annual 
meeting of the Supper Club tonight. I had kept back the news of Titan's death until this 
morning &[and] brooding over it all day, at night she lost her head, &[and] became hysterical. 
I ultimately brought her round by means of the Ammonia bottle. [152] 

 Feb[ruar]y. 1. Thurs[day]. Wrote to Father enclosing photo of Claude taken 
Xmas[Christmas] Day. Wrote on Hoplognathus, a paper for the "Records." 2. Fri[day]. 
Hedley having returned, brought me handbook of Melbourne meeting of 
A[ustralasian].A[ssociation for the].A[dvancement of].Sci[ence]. Ordered a kitchen dresser. 
3. Sat[urday]. Wrote to Roebuck. On account of the heat I did not work out-of- doors this 
afternoon. Whitelegge asked me to make drawings of the Thetis crustacean, but [153] 

 I declined owing to the strain on the eyes. 4. Sun[day]. In the afternoon we all went down to 
the beach, otherwise remained indoors. 5. Mon[day]. In response to letter a plumber called 
with reference to connection of gas pipes with main &[and] meter Cherry came in the 
evening &[and] Bessie 6. Tues[day]. Sent contract form &[and] £[pound] 1 deposit to Gas 
Co[mpany]. The hot weather to-day killed two ducklings, a month old. [154] 
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7. Wed[nesday]. At yesterday's Museum Board meeting authority was given to sign the 
increment cheques, these will be paid from 1st July last. The kitchen dresser delivered paid 
45[shillings]/-. Whitelegge took a photo of me "in harness" and I reciprocated, the nega- tives 
may be bettered. <Bought flower seeds.> untoned print below. Bought some flower seeds 
viz[videlicet = namely] Verbena Pansy. Daisy Petunia and Mignonette. [155] 

 [Portrait Photo of Edgar R. Waite.] [156] 

8. Thurs[day]. Received from DH Wilson 11 Newington R[oa]d Edinburgh pamphlet on 
"Common sence Ear Drum" for which I had written. Sent to Ja[me]s Chalmers 229 Collins 
Street Melbourne (Australian Agent) 21[shillings]/- for the Appliances. I have been almost 
deaf in my left ear since a child (scarlet fever) &[and] had, at home, con- sulted Hewetson 
but without relief. No one would suspect my trouble but it is a source of inconvenience to 
myself, the greatest [157] 

 being to locate the direction of any sound. Received the following:- receipt No. A.1455 
[folded paper] 9. Fri[day]. Received A/c[account] for charges in that wretched bag of Onions 
5[shillings]/8[pence] &[and] wrote to Thompson asking him to restrain his generosity in 
future. Received. [158] 

receipt No. A.1455 No. A1455 PLEASE PRESERVE THIS RECEIPT. The North Shore Gas 
Company, Limited. _________________ 124 Alfred Street. North Sydney, 7 Feb[ruary] 
<189>1900 Received from Mr. E.R. Waite the sum of......One.....................Pound<s>, as 
Deposit upon Premises No................ in ....Boyle..............Street, to be retained until ceasing 
to use the gas. £[pound] 1. 0. 0 Edw[ard] Aiken, Secretary [left margin] North Shore Gas 
Co[mpany] L[imi]t[e]d. 

 Memo Interest is allowed on deposits where the gas accounts are promptly paid when 
rendered. E.A.  

 Official intimation that my salary had been increased to £[pound] 275, as from 1st July last. I 
received to day from West[ern] Aust[ralia], a Bat Megaderma gigas. Dobson apparently the 
second example only known The Gas Co[mpany] connected my pipes with the main. 10. 
Sat[urday]. Rose went to Matinee Pantomime with Mrs. Fred Murrell. Altered shelves &[and] 
sliding doors in dresser. 11. Sun[day] Had a swim with the Camerons in morning. About 8. in 
the evening, [159] 

 while I was reading "Hilda Wade" to Rose Wilshire came &[and] told me that he had just 
killed a snake in our street. I found it to be a Tiger Snake rather a shocker for such a locality. 
12. Mon[day]. Paid 5[shillings]/6[pence] for mounting Trigonia shells as a broach for Rose. 
Had the plumber working all day, most of his time occupied in tracing leaks. When he left 
there still was a slight leak somewhere. Received Ear drums, Melbourne, [160] 

13. Tues[day]. Dandliker tuned Piano 7[shillings]/- Used gas stove for first time in this house. 
Used ear-drum on left side &[and] the ticking of a watch became easily audible with the right 
ear closed. 14. Wed[nesday] Letter from Father re[garding] refund of money bor- -rowed by 
me, in res- ponse to my query. Heavy rain in morning. [newspaper clipping] A HEAVY 
RAINFALL. A heavy downpour of rain occurred yesterday morning, and while it lasted the 
streets in the city were in a chronic state of flood. The fall was remarkable for the rate at 
which it descended - three-quarters of an inch in 10 minutes. The rain was connected with 
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electrical disturbances, and several flashes of vivid lightening were ob- served, followed by 
heavy thunder. At Sydney 155 points fell, 79 up till 9 a.m. and 36 more points between 9 and 
10.30 o'clock. This amount was, however, exceeded at many of the suburbs, a gauge at 
Turramurra, on the North Shore line, recording 4¼ inches.[161] 

 In his letter Father mentions that in the Jan[uary] Number of Chambers' Journal is a article 
on the Palu with some acknowledgement to me. 15 Thurs[day]. Had lunch with Paterson 
who in return had tea with us. He very strongly advised me not to send home money which I 
get @[at] 3½%[percent] &[and] to buy the allotment at our rear &[and] build after reserving a 
four- foot way for our own use. 16. Fri[day]. Now that Dash has no longer Titan for a [162] 

 companion he is not content to remain in the yard while we are away, he has thrice gnawed 
his way through the side gate - to night I fixed it up with wire netting &[and] barbed wire. Met 
Mrs Paul who told me that Mick, the elder boy, had blown his eye out, playing with cannon. 
She invited us for Sunday. Wrote to Father, &[and] mentioned idea of buying land. 17. 
Sat[urday]. Made drawing of Palu on ruled Vienna board my first attempt on [163]  

 this medium. I found it rapid and easy, the advantage being that a white line may be drawn 
(by scraping) equally with a black one. ------------------ sample ------------------ 18. Sun[day]. 
Worked at rockery &[and] cemented, in part, the interstices to prevent to great a drainage. In 
the afternoon we all went to Longueville &[and] reached home after 10. [164] 

19. Mon[day]. Sold to Rainbow, for 25[shillings]/-, Kerosene Stove &[and] Primus burner 
which cost 50[shillings]/- over 3 years ago. 20. Tues[day]. On late duty. North being ill. 
Tomorrow has been gazetted a half-holiday. Sports in aid of patriotic fund. Rose going with 
Thorpe &[and] Miss Hall. 21. Wed[nesday]. Etheridge asked me to look through Ogilby's 
M[anu]S[cript] with a view to aiding him with his report on the progress &[and] position of the 
work, and being on duty this [165] 

 afternoon (half-holiday) I complied. In the evening I visited the Council Clerk, paid 
A/C[account] for nightmen 10[shillings]/6[pence] and obtained the address of the owner of 
the block at our rear. W[illia]m Buchanan 192 Hargrave St[reet] Paddington. 22. Thurs[day] 
Paterson asked me to lunch with him &[and] we discussed plans of a cottage in view of 
purchasing the land. Wrote to Buchanan in Rainbows name &[and] address as before. Wrote 
to Kemp. [166] 

23. Fri[day]. Saw Pottie &[and] told him I fancied a Bull-terrier as Titan's successor. Having 
accumulated some "Foreign stamps" I bought an Album to receive them. Ogilby had more 
than doubted the iden- tification of my Thetis Ichthyscopus and on showing me a fish I had 
put into his bottle I saw that it is not represented in our collection, he therefore handed it over 
to me. 24. Sat[urday]. On late duty, North's illness prove to be Pneumonia [167] 

25. Sun[day]. At 8 am started for Chatswood on the bike saw Mrs North &[and] was back at 
Headingley at 10.0. Had a swim &[and] in the afternoon we visited Southhouse. 27 
Tues[day]. Obtained January No[number] of Chamber's Journal, the Palu article is by Louis 
Becke. Commenced to draw Hoplognathus. 28. Wed[nesday]. Public holiday departure of 
the Bushmen for the Transvaal. I finished cementing the rockery, opening the second cask. 
[168] 
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<29. Thurs[day]> March. 1. Thurs[day]. I was to day paid at the rate of £[pound] 275 and 
received separate cheque £[pound] 17.10. 0 being arrears in advanced pay from July 1st. 
Had a long 'bus ride to Hargrave street in search of Buckanan, but it knew him not I 
eventually found him at 3 Quarry St[reet] and bought from him Allotment No. 25 in Royalist 
Road at £[pound] 2.15. 0 per foot, total £[pound] 110. I paid deposit of £[pound] 1. Sent 
Paterson [169] 

 plan of proposed cot- -tage telling him I had secured the land. P[ost].C[ard] from Father and 
letter from Roebuck pamphlet from Wager Rainbow paid me 25[shillings]/- for kerosene gas 
stove &[and] primus burner. 2. Fri[day]. Saw Wallace, (Mosman) Solicitor, and asked him to 
complete documentary part of land purchase. Bought silvered glass 19 x 15 for bathroom. 
3[shillings]/7[pence]. Mr &[and] Mrs. F. Murrell here in the evening. 3. Sat[urday] Wrote on 
Megaderma gigas, the second known [170] 

 example. Framed &[and] hung mirror in bath-room plugging the wall. Also made frame for 
small picture. Bought American cloth whereon to paint for splasher, Middleton to be married, 
Monday. 4.Sun[day] <wr> Left by 9.30 boat &[and] rode to Temple spent day with Dr. Vause 
on asking for the name of an occulist he gave me that of Dr. Pope. 5. Mon[day] Saw Dr. 
Pope in the morning, be examined vision gave prescription for eye drops &[and] asked [171] 

 me to go tomorrow for Opthalmascope test after treatment with Atropine which would render 
the eyes almost inoperative for some hours, arranged with Etheridge re[garding] absence 
tomorrow. Letter from Kemp. Wrote father detailing land affair and requesting ar- rangement 
of loan of £[pound] 200- 6. Tues[day]. Letter from Father. Left a pair Trigonia shells with De 
Groen to make into another brooch to send to Leeds. (Mrs. W[aite]) Rose arranged with 
[172] 

 upholsterer to cover four chairs and make cushion for long seat in front room for £[pound] 4. 
Visited Pope who treated my eyes with Atropine &[and] examined them with the 
Opthalmascope. He pronounced the organs to be perfect, the muscles only. strained The 
Atropine dilates the pupil &[and] paralyses the muscles so that all object over 20 feet distant 
were perfectly sharp while those nearer could not be focussed went home and was unable to 
do anything requiring close work. [173] 

 I put washers on to two dripping water- taps. removed lantern in hall and plugged the pipe. 
Made frame for the splasher I intend to paint for Middleton. Gave bath a coat of pain within. 
7. Received A/C[account] from plumber for fixing meter and gas-stove £[pound] 1.10. 9 and 
A/C[account] from Pottie £[pound] 1. 1. 0 for attending to Titan. Municipal rate delivered 
£[pound] 2-18- 9. My eyes are still unfocusable! and I therefore did not go to the Museum 
Painted splasher for Middleton. "Wreck of the [174] 

 Hereward. Maroubra Bay. 8. Thurs[day] Visited Pope who gave me tonic prescription &[and] 
one for alteration of the left glass in my spectacles. Paid him £[pound] 2. 2. 0 &[and] took 
spectacles to Wood for alteration. Saw Wallace who has received par- ticulars of certificate 
of law from Buchanan and will fix matters up early next - week. Wrote plumber asking him to 
complete the work he having soldered up supply pipe in dining room instead of proving 
proper cap. [175] 

 Paid Pottie £[pound] 1- 1- 0 he advised to me have &[and] promised to give me a Skye 
Terrier puppy as a water dog! This seems absurd but he tells me that the sire whom he sold 
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last week for £[pound] 50 would pull a man off a horse in "no- time" by weasel like mounting 
the horse &[and] seizing the rider by the throat before he could realise what was "up". I 
accepted his offer for what he says will be a valu- -able dog. [176] 

9. Fri[day] Received spectacles from Wood paid 5[shillings]/- or £[pound] 1. 2. 6 in all. Sent 
them to Pope for approval. At work again. Arranged with Cherry for ride to Narrabeen, 
Sunday. 10. Sat[urday] Finished and framed Middleton's splasher Paid 5[shillings]/6[pence] 
for second Trigonia brooch. Bought sweater 9[shillings]/6[pence] for Biking. Rain at night 
frustrating the projected bike ride. 11. Sun[day] Rained in the morning. Cherry came and 
spent the day with us. We exposed some old plates [177] 

 on portraits but got no good results. We had a stroll before tea. 12. Mon[day]. Appointment 
with Wallace tomorrow. Sent Trigonia brooch to Mrs Waite. Sapsford (Wragge's Almanac) of 
Brisbane called and arranged for me to write an article on Snakes at £[pound] 3. 3. 0. We 
had a sad accident at the Museum. I heard a crash in the grounds &[and] on looking out 
learned that a crane had collapsed. two men were carried into cabs in a sorry plight. [178] 

 with reference to my remark on the 23rd ult[imo]. re[garding] Uranoscopidae Ogilby by 
putting description into my hands intim- ated that although he had put the fish into my hands, 
he had reserved the right of describing it. I simply returned his M[anu]S[cript]. Wrote 
Etheridge, who is away re[garding] this matter. At night I took the splasher to Middleton. 13. 
Tues[day]. Withdrew £[pound] 150 &[and] paid to Wallace £[pound] 114.15. 0 Rose signing 
the transfer the charges were. Land. £[pound] 110. 0. 0 incl[uding] £[pound] 1 deposit [179] 

 Title fees. 2 - 13 - 0 Solicitors fees 2 - 2 - 0 ----------------- £[pound] 114 - 15 - 0 ------------------ 
Buchanan is expected to sign the transfer to- morrow I understand he paid rates due, to-day. 
In "Nature" of Jan[uary] 25. p[age]. 304 is a notice of my paper on Regalecus and the 
Ann[als] &[and] Mag[azine of] Nat[ural] Hist[ory] Feb[ruary]. p[age] 222, prints my note on 
generic name Thylacomys with alternative Askopharynx and remarks by Thomas. He 
regards Thylacomys as untenable and as ousting Peragale. news-cutting next leaf. [180] 

[newspaper clipping] COLLAPSE OF A CRANE. ----------- TWO MEN SERIOUSLY 
INJURED. Two men, named James Fleming, residing at Macken- zie-street, Waverley, and 
Thomas Barr, living at Mullins- street, Balmain, were conveyed to the Sydney Hospital 
shortly after 10 o'clock yesterday morning in a serious condition, the result of a crane 
accident at the Museum. The men have been employed for some time dressing stone for the 
additions to the building, and were working as usual at the William-street side of the building, 
when a large crane, from which a block of stone had just been disengaged, was being 
swung round into position to raise another block. Through the breaking of some of the 
connecting gear, the crane collapsed. Fleming re- ceived a violent blow on the head from the 
heavy weight attached to the wire rope as it fell, and was hurled against a stone near by. He 
was terribly cut about the face and head, and bled profusely. Barr, who was working close 
by, was struck by the falling jib, but in such a man- ner that he did not receive the full force of 
the blow. He was felled to the ground, however, where he remained in a dazed condition. 
Upon admission to the Sydney Hos- pital, it was found that Fleming was suffering from 
severe wounds to the face and scalp and from shock. Barr received injuries of a more 
serious nature, being badly cut about the chin and body, while it is feared that his spine has 
been injured, as he is in a paralysed condition. 14. Wed[nesday]. Had photo taken in "all the 
rage" style 16 for 1[shilling]/- 4 positions a sample - [photograph] Letter from Paterson in 



AMS587/42 – Edgar Waite Diary 45 -1 June 1899 – 31 May 1900 
 

26 
 

which he enclosed me plan of cottage with suggestions. Wrote to Smithisonian Inst[itute] 
re[garding] [181] 

 non-arrival of the works on fishes advised in November last. In the <15 Th> evening I called 
on Hedley who gave me stone liquid for damp walls. Met Halligan and Walker there both of 
whom I knew. 15. Thurs[day] Wallace told me that Buchanan had handed in the land title 
&[and] received cheque in payment. Called on Shine. 16. Fri[day] Wrote to Father. Paid 
£[pound] 4. covering 4 chairs &[and] making cushion. [182] 

17. Sat[urday] Public holiday. S[ain]t. Pat[rick]'s Day, in honor of the gallantry of the Irish in 
the Transvaal. Spent whole day in garden working in stone and cement. Paid plumber 
£[pound] 1.10. 9 fixing stove &[and] meter. The White Duck brought out 6 young ones. 
18.Sun[day] Cherry having damaged his leg we were again unable to ride. At work in the 
garden, more cement. Wheeled soil pricked out young plants 19. Mon[day] [183]  

 Fishes &[and] prawns are dying by thousands in the harbour it is supposed as the result of 
the disinfectant poured into the sewers as a plague preventative. Some of the dead fishes 
were sent to me to-day for report. 20. Tues[day]. Letter from Father, Receipt for interest 
enclosed also receipt subscription to Linnean Soc[iety]. The subjoined letter I unexpectedly 
received from Jordon. I did not imagine he would have written though I anticipated some 
notice in the Amer[ican] Nat[uralist] by him. [184] 

 [folded paper] [185] 

 Received 20th March LELAND STANFORD JUNIOR UNIVERSITY OFFICE OF THE 
PRESIDENT. Stanford University, Cal[ifornia]., Feb[ruary]. 16, 1900. Mr. Edgar R. Waite, 
Australian Museum, Sydney, N[ew].S[outh].W[ales]. Dear Sir: Please accept my thanks for 
your very welcome paper on the fishes of the Thetis. So far as I can see the work has been 
well done. I have had pleasure in ex- pressing my satisfaction in a notice just sent to the 
American Naturalist. I shall be very glad to continue to receive your publications, and if there 
are any of ours which you have not received, I shall take pleasure in sending them and in 
putting your name of the list for future issues. I am making up a set of photographs of the 
natural- ists of the world for the walls of our Zoological labor- atory. I should be glad to 
number yours among them, and will send my own in exchange if you desire it. Very truly 
yours, David Jordan  

21. Wed[nesday] Drew diagram of teeth of Isistius Letter from Paterson, Col and Mr. Paul 
leave his house on Mon[day] and he wants the man "David" I had previously sent. Mounted 
&[and] posted photos to Mrs Fitzpatrick and "Maggie". 22. Thurs[day] Lent to Ogilby, Ball's 
Astronomical Atlas and to Wallace Hickson's fauna of the deep sea. 23. Fri[day] Cherry 
came in evening and polished up his bike. One of the eggs under the duck hatched but she 
killed the chicken. [186] 

24. Sat[urday]. On late duty, the duck had kicked out all the chicks as they were hatched, 
one escaped &[and] was whistling about the yard when we re- covered it, to be brought up 
"on the bottle." We received notice that 'Record' papers had to be in by Monday. My 'Lord 
Howe Island Fishes' is by no means ready. 25. Sun[day]. In view of the approaching 
Sanitary Inspection re[garding] the Bubonic plague, I spent the morning in putting matters in 
order sinks, drains &[and] so on. [187] 
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 went to town by 2.0 boat with Bike. Met Allan &[and] his friend Ester Humphrey beyond 
Rose Bay where they changed from tram to 'bus. I pedalled to South Head rejoined them 
&[and] together we visited Barraclough's Ostrich farm, One of the birds, 2 years old, was 
very tame &[and] fed out of my hand, the others were enclosed &[and] were vicious even to 
their owner, the tame one followed us about, and the others craning their heads over the 
fence were very jealous of it. The antagonists raised [188] 

 themselves to their full height and opening their months wide made a guttural hissing noise 
their short tongue very noticeable. They at first kicked violently but broke only the hardwood 
fence &[and] perhaps hurt their toes. Afterwards they contented themselves by attempting to 
catch the skin of the neck &[and] when either succeeded, the discomfort was apparent. It is 
necessary to state that the tame bird was admitted to the house paddock only just before we 
arrived. Barraclough told [189] 

 us that he has had some narrow escapes from the older birds the method of attack, (as we 
could see) is to advance their chests &[and] charge with the ratite sternum &[and] then kick. 
Their owner has pro- -vided himself with a thick pole, like a wooden curtain rod which he 
drives at them with all his might he has thus subjected some of the birds to his power but 
says he has to watch them very closely when in their paddocks. [190] 

26. Mon[day]. Sent Reptile reprints to McLain. U[nited] S[tates of] A[merica] and Louis Dollo, 
Paris in return for papers received. 27. Tues[day]. Sundry fishes, examples of thousands 
which are dying in the harbour, Went sent to us for report &[and] Whitelegge &[and] self 
stated that disinfectants poured into the water were the probable cause. Received letter from 
Aunt Long- botham enclosing receipt for interest. Wrote to Linnean Soc[iety], London, 
drawing attention to the fact that receipt sent was for money "due May [191] 

 1899" instead of 1900. 28. Wed[nesday]. Attended Annual meeting of Linnean Soc[iety] 
introduced Curlewis as visitor paid my guinea. Yesterday Rose visited Paterson &[abd] again 
to-day, a tooth to be filled. 29. Thurs[day] Finished plate of Holacanthus sp nov &[and] 
handed it in together with the one of Hoplog- nathus woodardi. sp. nov Papers passed by the 
publications committee 1. Mus fuscipes 2. Megaderma gigas 3. Fishes, West-Australian 4. 
Fishes Lord Howe Is[land] [192] 

 wrote Mosman Council re[garding] condition of open drain in the street. Cherry came at 
night enamelled his bike. Arranged for trip on Sunday. Rained heavily at night. 30. Fri[day]. 
<Mi> More rain. Rose again visited Paterson &[and] had the tooth drawn. Paid Quarters' 
boat fare 15[shillings]/6[pence] also for Rose 8[shillings]/6[pence]. On Monday, a 20 minutes 
-service will commence during business hours. 31. Sat[urday]. The Lord Howe Is[land] paper 
will record 20 or more species new to the Island. [193]  

 One of the Mosman's Electric trams was off the line this morning the heavy rain had washed 
sand over the line to some depth rendering it useless. At noon our wheelman refused to give 
way to a Balmain boat (since the outbreak of plague running to the Quay) alongside, they 
collided Our sponson was dam- -aged &[and] we passed astern of the Balmain boat. Wrote 
to Spencer re[garding] paper sent to A[ustralasian].A[ssociation for the].A[dvancement 
of].S[cience]. &[and] asked him to return it if to be pub[lishe]d as "Title only". [sketch] [194] 

 April 1 Sun[day] Rain all morning in afternoon Hellawells came. We decided to discontinue 
keeping poultry. 2, Mon[day] Received title deed of land. Royalist R[oa]d Register Book. 
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Vol[ume] 1310 folio 230. Transfer No[number] 303778. Lot 23 Section D, on plan 
No[number] 2638. 23rd March 1900. [diagram] [195] 

 wrote to father giving him above particulars also to Jordan. (U[nited] S[tates of] A[merica]) 3. 
Tues[day] Cherry came to tea. This week in consequence of the plague scare I commenced 
taking my lunch to the Museum the restaurants being probable sources of infection. 4. 
Wed[nesday] Southouse borrowed my shooting board, he is making picture frames. 5. 
Thurs[day] My Lord Howe Island paper will contain the following four new species. [196] 

 Holacanthus d[itt]o Amphiprion Euchilomycterus tetrarhizus the last being also a new genus. 
To day I wrote description of it. At night with my neighbour Blundell I visited the Mayor in 
reference to new bridge and wharf. 6. Fri[day]. Received from Spencer my paper on the 
Card Catalogue System, it evidently not being intended to publish it in the 
A[ustralasian].A[ssociation for the].A[dvancement of].Science volume, it was un- [197] 

 accompanied by letter I handed it to Etheridge for submission to our publications committee 
with view to printing in the Records. Wrote description of Amphiprion Wrote to Father, for 
mail, Ap[ril] 17th. 7. Sat[urday]. Am having contents of bound volumes of Papers printed. 8. 
Sun[day]. Gardening, Exchanged Canvas with Cameron. I now have six varieties. 9. 
Mon[day]. Sent Life Insurance premium £[pound] 3. 7. 6. to [198] 

 London. Paid gas A/C[account] 8[shillings]/7[pence]. Commenced drawing of the second 
new <Hoplognathus> Holacanthus, which I may call H. semi- cinctus or H. semifasciatus 
Ogilby showed me a letter received from the Minister asking him to alter the scope of his 
work on the "Fishes of Australia to the "Fishes of N[ew] S[outh] Wales, at which he is much 
incensed &[and] says he will refuse to comply. The action of the Minister is the result of 
advice sought by him from the Trustees of the Museum. the letter further states [199]  

 that part 1 is to be ready by June 30 &[and] that a continuance of the work will then be 
considered. Ogliby has already seen Creed and there may be some trouble. 10. Tues[day]. 
On late duty Whitelegge being ill and North still away following attack of pneumonia - 
lunched with Paterson when I submitted altered plan consequent on Power having built a 
bush house, calculated to block harbour view from the land unless house be built close to 
road. [200] 

 Woodhead printed me contents of bounds Vol[ume]s of my papers, a copy of which I sent to 
Jordan together with 'Regalecus' paper &[and] my "Double" photo. At my request Wilshire 
came in the evening when I put my plans into his hands and asked him to go through them 
with a view of making suggestions and drawing up working designs. 11. Wed[nesday] Letter 
from Spencer, he invites me to stay with him in case I take the month's rest [201] 

 for my eyes suggested by Dr. Pope. Finished drawing of <Hoplognathus> Holacanthus 
semicinctus &[and] commenced one of Amphiprion late -zonatus. 12. Thurs[day]. Concluded 
drawing of Amphiprion and handed this and Holacanthus for reproduction. Paterson asked 
me for Saturday to his house now conducted under "new management." The Pauls having 
left he is now keeping house. 13. Good Friday. Holiday. Museum closed Spent day at home. 
Rose's birthday. [202]  

14. Sat[urday]. Claude's birthday. On duty caught 5.15 boat to Longueville &[and] stayed 
overnight. Had music at the Chambers having taken the Flute. 15.Sun[day]. Rode to 
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Mosman on Patersons' Bike Ar- ranged for Rose to go by 2.15 boat while I pedalled back 
again. We stayed until the 10 pm boat and just missed the 11 and last boat to Mosman, al- 
though the Lane Cove boat delivered us at the Quay, took North Shore to Rangers' Road 
walked rest of the [203] 

 way &[and] arrived home after midnight. 16. Mon[day]. Bank holiday. Put in my time about 
the place. 17. Tues[day]. Received letter from Father and a second, and detailed 
ack[nowledgemen]t of the papers sent to the Smithsonian Inst[itute]. Had a sight of 
Garman's Deep Sea fishes of the Albatross. He redescribes &[and] figures Isistius. Rose 
went with Paterson &[and] partly to Theatre. Vance O'Neil as "Carmille". The paper, on the 
'Card Catalogue' system was [204] 

 passed by publication's committee for the Records which will contain five papers by me. 
When Rose returned from the theatre she brought Mrs. Multon, who having missed her train 
remained overnight. 18. Wed[nesday]. With the idea of having a second pair of spec's, and 
imagined that I could get a 'stock' pair very nearly like mine at a much cheaper rate I went to 
Osborne &[and] Jerdon. As soon as my glasses were submitted I was told these are not for 
defective vision but for relieving muscular strain [205] 

 &[and] the glasses would have to be specially made as before. On examining my glasses I 
found that while the right glass was practically plain, the left one slightly varied after the 
manner of a convex or concave mirror, throwing a horizontal line out of level according to the 
way in which it was viewed. [newspaper clipping] RECORD DEEP SEA SOUNDINGS. The 
record-breaking mania has extended at last even to ocean-surroundings, though, perhaps, 
the sea is hardly to be considered otherwise than as an unconscious agent in the matter. 
The United States survey steamer Nero returned on March 8 from its sea-soundings for the 
trans- Pacific cable, and has broken the record in its measurement of the depth of the ocean. 
One sounding near Quam island showed 5160 fathoms, and a second upon the opposite 
side of the island showed 5269 fathoms, which is but 66f[ee]t. short of six land miles. And 
this is also deeper than the height of any mountain on the earth's surface. This beats the 
previous "best" by nearly half a mile. [206] 

19 Thurs[day]. Visited Pope who said I must give my eyes a thorough rest he gave me a 
certificate to that effect. Lent Southouse my enlarging lantern. 20 Fri[day]. Stayed late for 
Hedley who has gone to Newcastle for a day or two. Re[garding] the Lord Howe Fish paper, 
I discovered that generic name Prionurus is pre- occupied. 21 Sat[urday]. On late duty for 
C[harles].H[edley] Cherry left some choice Cannas for me. Wilshire suggests that we have 
approach to [207] 

 back of "Headingley" along rear &[and] further side of the land [sketch] this will mean 
moving out gate but will save frontage for it would be necessary to keep the building 3 or 4 
feet from the north fence for lighting purposes. This space may therefore be used as access 
both to the new house &[and] "Headingley". [208] 

22 Sun[day]. Dug up the whole of the western corner of the garden including all plants 
excepting the Bananas. Put in the cannas left by Cherry together with a selection from those 
I previously had. Went to the Hellawells to tea 23. Mon[day]. Holiday. Departure of more 
troops for the Transvaal. Cut down boundary stones to part of path they being two high 
&[and] rather gravestone like. The parts removed, some of them pretty big [209] 
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 blocks I used towards making another rockery on the east side of the house. This work took 
me all day &[and] a hard day too! 24. Tues[day]. Mrs Paul &[and] Mrs Mutton came to lunch 
&[and] tea. 25 Wed[nesday]. Sent in application for leave of absence on account of my eyes 
and enclosed certificate from Dr Pope for 3 weeks or a months rest. 26. Thurs[day]. Paid 
water A/C[account] 13[shillings]/8[pence] wrote to Father. [210] 

27. Fri[day]. Resigned membership of Supper Club. Obtained work of indexing the Thetis 
Report for Allan £[pound] 5 for completion. 28. Sat[urday]. Bought cyclometer 
3[shillings]/6[pence]. Worked in stone &[and] cement at new rockery. 29. Sun[day]. Wet, 
painted 50 laths for trellis, looked to tires of the bike. 30. Mon[day]. Joined Cyclists touring 
Union 5[shillings]/- Paid Income tax £[pound] 2. 3. 9. [211] 

 May. 1. Tues[day]. Paterson came to tea &[and] we discussed plan of house received from 
Wilshire. The Board granted me sick leave. Saw proofs of drawings of 4 fishes for Records. 
2. Wed[nesday]. <L> Received letters from Father &[and] Aunt, the former could have sent 
me £[pound] 60 but had on application of the latter sent her £[pound] 50 So I am about 
where I was before. Took amended plan to Wilshire. Bought pair of Cycling Knickers 
9[shillings]/6[pence] [212] 

3. Thurs[day]. Arranged to visit Middleton tomorrow re[garding] advice on money matters. 
Paterson lent me his cycling cape &[and] agreed to take Drake &[and] 2 ducks for 
10[shillings]/-. Received Ap[ril] no[number] of "Surveyor" containing Halligan's notice of 
Thetis fishes. 4. Fri[day]. Cherry lent me a holdall for the bike Had cycle shoes soled bought 
new 'coasters'. Leaving house on way to Middleton, I shut the door (spring lock) with key in 
doors had to break through [213] 

 fan light &[and] drop inside, then overtook Rose &[and] Claude, spent evening with 
Middleton. 5. Sat[urday]. Another birthday. Got fanlight reglazed. 5[shillings]/- Put up laths 
forming lattice work and com- -pleted front portion under verandah, still leaving the side, at 
which I intend to make a door. Made preparations for tour &[and] transferred the Handles of 
Cherry's machine to my own they being curved upwards while mine are horizontal. [214] 

 7. Mon[day]. Left Redfern by 9.30 am train which I left at Campbell- town in drizzling rain on 
the way to Picton but after a while or two I found the road in bad condition &[and] had to 
wheel the Bike clogged with mud my shoes, ditto. At length I reached Men- -angle, but there 
was no accommodation. I [215] 

 dined at the local store &[and] there learned that the Picton Road was under repair &[and] 
impassable. I therefore pedalled through Camden Park to Camden where I stayed overnight. 
8. Tues[day]. At 9.15 left Camden for Picton wheeled the machine up Razorback &[and] 
down the other side 4 miles, the declivity marked "Dangerous to Cyclists" the scenery is very 
fine. Had lunch at Picton after a 12 miles spin and set out for Mittagong. Scenery 
monotonous, [216] 

 but road good. Passing "through" the Bowral River, having to carry the bike I reached 
Mittagong in 27 miles 39 for the day and stayed overnight. Made friends with the daugh- her 
of the house, who at her mother's suggestion gave me one of Phil May's "old Men", very 
dilapidated but still mendable. This is one of the reliefs issued by the 'Bulletin' as an 
Adv[ertismen]t Riches has one but I always failed to induce him to allow me to cast it. Myself 
I sent [217] 
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 off the relief so as to be certain of it. 9 Wed[nesday] This day I passed through Bowral 
&[and] was having lunch at Moss Vale only 10 miles from Picton when the rain came heavily. 
I had to remain the night when I experienced frost. 10. Thurs[day] Five again. En Route to 
the Kangaroo Valley I saw the Fitzroy Falls and and ascending &[and] again descending the 
Barrengarry Mountain reached Kang[aroo] Valley at 1.0 after 22 miles [218] 

 In the afternoon I made Nowra 'doing' Cambewarra Mountain on the way. After tea I called 
on Dr. King who asked me to stay supper. (37 miles) 11 Fri[day] Left Nowra through Berry 
&[and] to the coast at Gerringong (22 miles) where I dined, thence, up the coast to Kiama 
and inland Jamberoo where I remained the night (33 miles in all). 12 Sat[urday] Through 
Albion Park &[and] Dapto to Wollongong where I had a spill (skin off my knuckles) [219] 

 then to Bulli (25 miles) Stayed overnight with Welch. (cyclometer 175 miles). 13. Sun[day]. 
Left by 11 am train and reached home just as Rose &[and] Mrs Mutton (who has been 
staying with her) were leaving for the Lane Cove River. I remained at home. 14. Mon[day]. 
Wrote to Father and attended to matters generally. 15. Tues[day]. While Rose went to town 
and obtained proofs of some of my papers, apprised by [220] 

 by telegram I partly made gate for front verandah trellis. Rec[eive]d some fish papers from 
Smithsonian Inst[itutite]. 16. Wed[nesday]. Went to town &[and] bought sundry supplies for 
photography &[and] work shop Fitted gate under the verandah and corrected proofs of 
papers for the 'Records'! 17. Thurs[day]. Received amended plan of cottage from Wilshire 
who fixed price at £[pound] 360. 18. Fri[day]. To town sent 6[shillings]/6[pence] to Welch 
money returned [221] 

 for Bicycle lamp, not obtainable. Took snap shots of Sand pump now at work on the 
reclamation of the Bay News of relief of Mafeking received. Great rejoicings! Saw Stephens 
who gave me an estimate for the cottage at £[pound] 445!! 19. Sat[urday]. Developed sand-
pump photos, plates too old. Made a washer for ¼ plates on an idea of my own. 20. 
Sun[day]. Added another battery to Electric Bell circuit. Printed from negatives of sand 
pump. [222] 

21 Mon[day]. Went to town bought gas piping union and other sundries. Rain fell in 
afternoon and throughout the night. 22 Tues[day] Fitted up tank for dark room water supply 
&[and] connected with piping taps etc[etera]. Rain very heavy all day. 23 Wed[nesday] 
Public holiday, Mafeking Day. Rain in abundance 3½ inches recorded yesterday. I made 
some zinc trays for my negative watcher and managed to oc- cupy time indoors. [223]  

24 Thurs[day]. Queen's Birthday. I took 2 negatives of Claude, in the wet, one being good. 
Rain still falling. [newspaper clipping] THURSDAY, MAY 24, BIG RAIN STORM. 
PHENOMENAL FALL IN SYDNEY. RIVERS IN FLOOD. The rain yesterday not only spoiled 
the special holiday, but prevented its being observed. All through Tuesday night it poured 
down in a manner quite unusual for the time of year. May is generally a fine month. What are 
styled the winter rains do not, as a rule, come until later in the year. Sydney had more than 
its share. In fact, only a few coastal stations report anything like the same fall. Between 9 
a.m. on Tuesday and 9 a.m. yesterday 351 points were registered at the Observatory, which 
is equal to about as many tons of water to the acre. For the rest of the day, up till 9 o'clock 
last night, the rate of the rainfall lessened, although it was quite bad enough for any who had 
to be outdoors, and during those 12 hours only 95 additional points were registered. The 
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heaviest shower fell at 4.25 a.m. yesterday, when for the space of about three minutes the 
rain descended at the rate of 3.60 inches per hour. The wind which accompanied the rain 
was not particularly high. It stood at south-east through Tuesday night. Between 7 and 8 
o'clock on Wed- nesday morning it shifted to east-south-east, and for an hour or so was 
blowing at the rate of 25 miles an hour. That was the strongest blow re- corded at the 
Observatory for the day. [224] 

[newspaper clipping continued] The heavy character of the rain suggested floods, but when 
seen last night Mr. Russell said he thought there be no fear on that score, so far, at least, as 
the big rivers were concerned. Floods were, however, reported on the smaller northern 
rivers. At Camden the Ne- pean rose 3f[ee]t. above the level of the bridge, but Mr. Russell 
points out that Camden is bound to have floods if there is any substantial rise in the river. At 
Marrickville, too, the district known as Tramvale soon presented the appear- ance of a lake, 
and many of the residents had the experience repeated of seeing their properties completely 
surrounded by water. Waterloo, which also lends itself to deluges, suffered con- siderably by 
the vast accumulation of water on the low-lying levels, and many houses were swamped. In 
the other suburbs the results of the heavy rainfall were mostly to be seen in the creeks and 
gutters which were running bankers. The rain, Mr. Russell says, is coming to us from 
Queensland, but from the meagre advices to hand so heavy a fall was not anticipated. Late 
last night it was raining very heavily in the city, heavier than that at any time during the day, 
and Mr. Russell could hold out no prospects of fine weather to-day. He predicts continued 
showery weather. Reports from the country show that at some places, notably Bellinger 
River, Robertson, Wol- longong, and Port Macquarie, the rainfall was re- markably heavy. 
The Bellinger River had a fall of 520 points, and Brunswick 420 points. Camden also had a 
phenomenal fall, and at 1 p.m. reported that it was still raining steadily. The Nepean River 
was then 3f[ee]t. above the level of the floor of the bridge, and tram and vehicle traffic 
impracticable, the mails and passengers be- ing boated across. Penrith, at 12.25, advised 
that the Nepean had risen 9f[ee]t., and was rising at the rate of 1f[oo]t. per hour. St. Marys 
reported 4in[ches]. of rain, that it was still continuing, and that the water was over the 
handrail of the South Creek bridge, thus stopping traffic with Penrith. Robertson advised, 
about the same time, that 461 points of rain had fallen, and it was still coming down steadily. 
At 9 a.m., the coast south of Wollongong had but little rain to record, but to the north the 
whole seaboard recorded from 125 to 520 points. Along the valley of the Hunter River, 
Maitland had 90 points , Singleton 170, and Muswellbrook 130 points, and the northern hills 
had about half an inch to 165 points. On the hills at the back of Sydney and as far south as 
Moss Vale, the rain was very heavy - from 230 to 362 points. Taralga had 233 points and 
Goulburn 103 points; but to the south of the lastnamed station the rain was only light. [225] 

 III<41> ALBION STREET Corner of Guilford Street LEEDS..........................18......... Mr E.R. 
Waite John T Arnott, Successor to the late Dr. to Christopher Bxendale. Terms........ TAILOR 
&[AND] DRAPER. Ladies' Jackets Made To Measure 1890 Oct[ober] 18. Trousers 17 6 25. 
Coat &[and] Vest 3 --------------------- 3 17 6 Dis[count] 3 6 Rec[eived] with thanks ----------------
------ Nov[ember]12th 1890 3 14 0 John T Arnott [225a] 

[newspaper clipping] PUBLIC SERVICE GAZETTE. ------------- In the "Public Service 
Gazette" issued yesterday the following are notified:- APPOINTMENTS:- Mr. Leo Joseph 
Jones to be junior clerk in the Department of Public Instruction; Mr. E.M. Kellerman, bridge 
watchman, Swan-Hill Crossing; cus- toms Department, to be tide waiter; Mr. John Weston 
Tremain to be assistant operator Sydney Technical Col- lege; Mr R.J. Boyde to be teacher of 



AMS587/42 – Edgar Waite Diary 45 -1 June 1899 – 31 May 1900 
 

33 
 

mechanical draw- ing at the Granville Technical School; Rev[erend] R.M. Bowles to be the 
teacher of bookkeeping at Newscastle Tech- nical College;Mr. S.C. Cooper to be teacher of 
short- hand at Kogarah Superior Public School; Mr. Charles William Swiney as junior clerk in 
the petty sessions office at Cowra; Mr. Melville Charles Nott as junior clerk in the petty 
sessions office at Broken Hill; Constable Wil- liam Loftus to act as clerk of petty sessions at 
Ivanhoe; Mr. John James Baker to be cadet draftsman in the dis 

[newspaper article continued] On the other side of the mountains, the western slopes of the 
central hills, extending as far west as Walgett, got good falls, ranging generally from 55 to 
147 points. Lower down about Bathurst, Orange, Carcoar, Blayney, and Parkes, the rain was 
also good, ranging from 68 to 207 points. The Riverina again had moderate rain, averaging 
about half an inch; but it was evident that the falls were only beginning there. At 9 a.m. it was 
still raining over the whole Western Division of the colony, as far out as Nar- rabri, Dubbo, 
and Orange, and also over the Riverina. At 3 p.m. there seemed a break in the rain on the 
northern seaboard, though on the highlands it was still raining at Tamworth, and to the west 
of the mountains at Moree and Nar- rabri. The principal rainfall reported yesterday be- tween 
9 a.m. and 9 p.m. were as follows:- Ungarie, 55 points; Albury, 48; Armidale, 2; Bathurst, 6; 
Cape George, 5; Goulburn, 106; Kiandra, 24; Moruya, 4; Mount Victoria, 89; Newcastle, 55; 
Port Macquarie, 351; Wagga Wagga, 13; Wollon- gong, 238; Narrabri, 2; Moss Vale, 247; 
Lawson, 110; Katoomba, 64; Merriwa, 25; Gulgong, 4; Bowral, 226; Maitland, 17; Penrith, 
100; Cassilis, 86; Grenfell, 3; Deniliquin, 10; Hay, 7; Kiandra, 24; Braidwood, 8; Urana, 33. 
25. Fri[day]. Still raining. I took more negatives of Claude and got good results from sample 
packet of "John Bull" plates. 26. Sat[urday]. Fine to day printed from negatives of Claude. 
[226] 

27. Sun[day]. Wrote to Father in ack[nowledgmen]t of letter wherein he stated that he was 
sending me £[pound] 200 on loan for building purposes. In afternoon we went to Botanic 
Gardens whence I called at Museum &[and] saw Etheridge and arranged to take a further 
weeks leave. At night I mounted over 30 prints of Claude's photo. 28 Mon[day]. Corrected 
further proofs of 'Record' papers. Went to town posted photos for English mail. [227] 

 Saw Wilshire and told him to go on with the cottage - plan which I had amended. 29. 
Tues[day]. Had repaired puncture in Bike tyre &[and] was packing up Valise for journey to 
Narrabeen when Allan came with letters. I altered plans and arranged to take him with me 
tomorrow to Cowan, if fine. Sent to Tornaghi. Cutting from N[ew] Z[ealand] newspaper with 
reference to trawling by our old friend Nielsen. [228] 

30. Wed[nesday]. Left for Cowan by 9.5am train. Allan did not turn up so I telegraphed from 
Hornsby and he came up by afternoon train. In the meantime I had gone down to the creek 
by a similar descent to Berowera*[Berowra] &[and] after dinner at Windybanks' took out a 
boat. We camped in a small cottage provided &[and] cooked our own provisions. Allan 
brought more proofs of 'Record' papers and a copy of Herdmans review in Nature of the 
'Thetis' Fishes. [229] 

31. Thurs[day]. We took a boat &[and] pulled away in order to examine a "Kitchen Midden. 
We were about to commence operations when at <the> a spot in the 'cave shelter I found a 
Diamond snake coiled up. After taking it to the boat we turned to the thick deposit of shell 
&[and] ex- cavated some feet but failed to obtain either bones or implements. [230] 
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 [231] 

 [232] 

 [233] 

 [234] 

[newspaper clipping] same lack of logical relationship between one statement and another 
as was to be found in the arguments of the Anti-Billious Party? The President hoped 
honorable members would endeavor to be reasonable if possible. Mr. O'Moses said he was 
doing his best. Mr. Snagglewit : Hear, hear! Give the devil his Jew, as the president said of 
the Dreyfus case! Mr. O'Moses regretted that Mr. Waite had destroyed an illusion. Mr. 
Snagglewit: "Oh tell me where is fancy bred," The Prince of Dramatists once said! He would 
have found the fancy bread, By calling at the bakers! [235a] [235] 

[newspaper clipping] IMPUDENT PL A Fraudulent B Who steals a Story from a Count the 
"Sunday Times" The Editor "Truth" N Sir, - You take your stand as the friend and cha 
trickery, and corruption, meanness and false simple, plain, blunt, ordinary sort, but appeal to 
you. As an honest journalist I also experiences I have gained, I have had to battle a of the 
result of my labour by any shameless pirate own domain - though I am only a cocky, so to 
spe [236] 

 [237] 
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